
"Chairman Schaffer, Vice Chairman Koehler, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson and 
members of the Senate Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee. I thank you for 
the opportunity to provide testimony on SB 329, the bill to ban spreading oil and gas 
waste from conventional oil wells on roads."’ 

 

• My name is Elaine Robertson. I represent the Raccoon Creek Environmental 
Alliance in Licking County and support passage of Senate Bill 329. 

• Our environmental group focuses on the Licking County Raccoon Creek area 
aquifer which is the main source of water for the villages of Alexandria and 
Granville. Our aquifer is an abundant source of our drinking water and 
considered one of the most susceptible to toxic damage due the porous 
limestone glaciated soil.  

• ORC Section 1509.226 was most recently updated in 2013. Studies in 2018 and 
2020 showed definitively that there was radioactive material present in brine from 
injection wells spread on roadways. It has been banned on certain roadways due 
to the presence of radiation, showsing the presence of radioactive material.  This 
portion of the 2013 Ohio Revised Code is outdated and does not include recent 
information obtained with newer technologies. 

•  
• Most troubling is a loophole in subsection C: Any person, other than a 

political subdivision required to adopt a resolution under division (A) of 
this section or a department, agency, or instrumentality of this state or 
the United States, who owns or has a legal right or obligation to 
maintain a road, street, highway, or other similar land surface may file a 
plan with the board of county but the board need not approve any such 
plans. 

I know that are citizens concerned with property rights and are against any 
form of regulations that appear to be a governmental overreach. In this case, 
multiple studies affirm the dangerous nature of the materials, and citizens are 
generally alarmed when the learn of the brine’s composition. This exposure is 
dangerous and unnecessary 

I urge the Senate to move forward with this bill and gain bipartisan support. 
Applying radioactive brine to our roads endangers us all, and should be 
banned in Ohio completely without loopholes. The data supports this ban and 
we all have the right to live free from radioactive brine exposure. Senate Bill 
329 will easily ensure our safety. 

Thank you. 


