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Chairman Schaffer, Vice Chairman Koehler, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson and members 
of the Senate Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee, 

I thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on SB 329, the bill to ban spreading oil 
and gas waste from conventional oil wells on roads. 

I submit this testimony on behalf of Save Ohio Parks, a statewide environmental 
organization dedicated to educating the public on the dangers of oil and natural gas 
fracking under state parks and public lands. SB 329 will prohibit the spreading of gas and 
oil waste-water brine on Ohio’s roads and highways, which should help us all keep our soil 
and water a bit more protected from contamination. 

Now that the federal government has pulled back from the endangerment ruling that 
protected our clean air, water and soils from pollution, it is up to the states to pass laws 
that will ensure Ohioans can live healthy lives without fear of further degradation of our air, 
water and soils.  

This bill is a good place to begin. 

We already know that fracking for natural gas under Ohio state parks and public lands is a 
threat to our health, our biodiversity, our arable soils and our fresh drinking water. The use 
of toxic, radioactive wastewater brine as a deicer is as well. 

Radium and unregulated chemicals, (sometimes cancer-causing PFAS) are included in gas 
and oil wastewater brine to create a toxic brew that the state of Ohio ships on un-placarded 
trucks and shoots deep underground into Ohio Department of Natural Resources-licensed 
injection wells thousands of feet underground. Truck drivers who transport gas and oil 
waste brine are not informed or trained about the risk of cancer from brine splashback and 
exposure. 

There is not one human, animal or plant species that can tolerate ingesting gas and oil 
wastewater brine and remain healthy over time. 

https://bit.ly/3I4lv1r


The problem with oil and gas waste spread on Ohio public roads is the same on a smaller 
scale to the storage and disposal of gas and oil fracking waste. Gas and oil wastewater 
brine used in deicers contain toxic, often radioactive elements that contaminate everything 
it touches, from meandering creeks running downhill from a well pad, to fields sown with 
corn and soybeans.  

Because of the Halliburton loophole from 2005, the oil and gas industry is not required right 
now to list ingredients of fluids used in the fracking process. Consequently, oil and gas 
waste is not assessed for contents of Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs) and 
radionuclides before it is spread on roadways.  

In 2022, the Ohio Department of Health released a study that recommended against the 
use of deicers derived from oil and gas waste brine due to "the increased levels of human 
exposure to radiation." 

Yet a recommendation is not a law. These deicers are still used in some Ohio communities 
despite the Ohio Department of Transportation and Ohio Turnpike Commission both 
discontinuing use of gas and oil water as deicers. Research has also shown that gas and oil 
wastewater brine is ineffective as a dust suppressant and rapidly degrades gravel roads. 

Common-sense laws like SB 329 can help ensure more protection for us all. It is our hope 
and recommendation that lawmakers pass SB 329 into law.   

 

 

 

 
 
 
 


