
Chairman Schaffer, Vice Chairman Koehler, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson and members 
of the Senate Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee, thank you for the opportunity 
to provide testimony on SB 329, the bill to ban spreading oil and gas waste from 
conventional oil wells on Ohio roads. 

I write as the Legislative Committee Chair for FaCT Ohio (Faith Communities Together for a 
Sustainable Future) and a concerned parent and citizen who wants to ensure my family's 
health and safety as we travel around Ohio.  

Like asbestos and tobacco, oil and gas waste came into use in Ohio as a road deicer and 
dust suppressant long before its dangers to public health were widely known.  

Based on statistics from the ODNR Division of Oil and Gas Findings, 730,100 barrels (equal 
to 30,664,200 gallons) of oil and gas waste containing dangerous levels of radium 226, 
radium 228, benzene and other carcinogens have been spread on Ohio roadways since 
2014. These chemicals have half-lives of over 1600 years, accumulating in our soil and 
water long after they've been spread.  

Within Chair Schaffer's district alone, 103,553.4 barrels or 4,349,243 gallons of oil and gas 
waste containing dangerous levels of radium 226, radium 228, benzene and other 
carcinogens have been spread on roadways since 2014. 

This toxic substance threatens not only human and animal health but also contaminates 
soil and water which is why the Ohio Farmers Union has endorsed this proposed ban.  

I also ask you to imagine that the state of Ohio had banned indoor smoking in government 
buildings to protect state employees’ health yet still required all local governments to 
request annual individual waivers before they could ban smoking in their own buildings. 
That would make no sense at all. 

Yet right now, although the Ohio Department of Transportation and Ohio Turnpike 
Commission both discontinued use of deicers derived from oil and gas waste due its high 
radioactivity, the state still demands that local governments opt out individually by passing 
am annual resolution; otherwise, they’re required to report their annual usage to ODNR.  

By passing SB 329, this committee can reduce unnecessary government red tape for Ohio’s 
local governments and protect Ohio citizens of all ages from being exposed to radioactive, 
cancer-causing oil and gas waste.   

This is a link to the Buckeye Environmental Network's (BEN) entire Virtual Legislative Packet 
for SB 329 and HB 439 which includes statistics on brine spread by townships and counties 
and documents revealing potential impacts on health and infrastructure as a result: 
https://buckeyeenvironmentalnetwork.app.box.com/s/gs75rzth9g53ozhqx24qbkilnzj54p79 



. 

Here is BEN's link to an ODNR analysis from July 2017 showing the high levels of 
radioactivity found in the 'deicer' AquaSalina, which can be found in the packet's folder 
'ODNR Division of Oil and Gas Findings': 
https://buckeyeenvironmentalnetwork.app.box.com/s/gs75rzth9g53ozhqx24qbkilnzj54p79
/file/1794829213601. 

For the lasting good of Ohioans and to reduce nuisance regulations, please pass SB 329 
out of committee and into law as soon as possible. 

 


