Written only proponent testimony in support of SB 329 to prohibit application of conventional
(vertical) oil and gas well waste brine on roadways. 2/17/26 Connie Kline

| support SB 329 for the following reasons which are not intended to be all inclusive:

e Ohio, one of only 13 states, has been applying this waste brine for dust suppression and as a de-

icer for 40 years allowing not only corrosive salt but radioactive elements including radium, thorium,

and toxic chemicals (heavy metals, volatile organic compounds, benzene) to contaminate vegetation
and water sources. These contaminants are not routinely tested for or regulated.

® From 2017-2019, ODNR studied brine from 107 wells in 26 counties and concluded that it was too
radioactive to discharge into the environment according to the Ohio Revised Code.

2002 OH Revised Code, Section 2927.24

https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-2927.24
https://fc3eaf76-5931-41d2-ad2f-dd75519899de filesusr.com/ugd/16¢cbab_8ccda88e014c4692b8093
bc7cf9683b0.pdf

Study Summary

https://app.box.com/s/1f1civaplgdwl2If8xio4pfdEy4msiwo

Study Spreadsheet

https://app.box.com/s/qyxlwq902eeikpvhw9431g5v2iblaatk

e A 2022 Ohio Department of Health study recommended against the use of deicers derived from oil
and gas waste brine due to "the increased levels of human exposure to radiation.”

9/30/220hio Dept. of Health Bureau of Environmental Health and Radiation Protection, Brine
Radiation Analysis

pp. 3 & 18 (PDF)
https://www.ohiocrn.org/_files/ugd/928f0d_e6e5b88654b547dabb2f9b115cc729cf pdf

“Due to the increased levels of human exposure to radiation, use of products derived from oil and gas
production brine is not recommended.”

e The Ohio Department of Transportation and the Ohio Turnpike Commission both discontinued use
of deicers derived from oil and gas waste in 2021..
Columbus Dispatch “Ohio to discontinue controversial road de-icer AquaSalina”

e A peer-reviewed study by Dr. Burgos at Penn State University demonstrated that oil and gas waste
applied to roadways is no more effective for dust suppression than ordinary water and that brine
degrades roadways..
onlyhttp://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default. asp?NewsletterArticlel D=56020

e Lastly, the Ohio Farmers Union supports SB 329 (HB 439)

“The Ohio Department of Natural Resources has been testing “brine” from conventional and
horizontal oil and gas for radioactivity. These results show high levels of Radium226 and radium-228,
both of which induce cancer. Therefore, the Ohio Farmers Union asks the state of Ohio to prohibit
the use of all brine for both dust suppression and de-icing.”
https://ohiofarmersunion.org/issues-advocacy
https://www.morningagclips.com/ohio-farmers-union-convenes-92nd-annual-state-convention/

e Other References
https://freepress.org/article/radioactive-watershed-oil-and-gas-brine-central-ohio
https://www.greatlakesnow.org/2022/06/10/ohio-residents-radioactive-oil-gas-waste-roads/




