SB 329 Proponent Testimony

Chairman Schaffer, Vice Chairman Koehler, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson and
members of the Senate Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee. | thank you
for holding a public hearing on SB 329. | am speaking up in favor of SB 329, an
important bill which bans spreading toxic, radioactive waste from oil and gas
drilling on our roads as a deicer and a dust suppressant. Preventing radioactive,
carcinogenic brine from being spread on our roads protects people, animals, and
even plants. It's not often publicized but waste from oil and gas drilling regularly
contains radium 226 or radium 228. Hearing that brine might be radioactive, the
Ohio Department of Natural Resources decided to conduct a study to see if this
was the case. They took samples from 107 wells from across 26 Ohio counties and
from 10 different formations. All the samples contained radioactivity considered
by the Ohio Administrative Code to be too high for dispersal in the environment.
Also a study in 2022 by the Ohio Department of Health cautioned against
spreading brine made from oil and gas drilling because of its radioactivity. Drivers
of the trucks that spray this brine are not aware that they are hauling radioactive
material. Brine sprayed on streets could drain onto fields or streams. There would
be no warnings to those who live or work nearby if this happens. Besides
radioactivity this brine from oil and gas drilling contains carcinogens like benzene,
and heavy metals. The Ohio Farmers Union is supporting SB 329 and HB 439 citing
the harm to rural environments from radioactive brine contamination which lasts
for centuries. The Ohio Turnpike Commission and the Ohio Department of
Transportation stopped buying oilfield brine years ago because of its toxic
radioactive contents. It seems absurd that it's taken so long to introduce a bill to
prevent spreading toxic radioactive waste on public roads where it will wash off
the streets and end up in local soil, water, plants, and even households if it is
tracked into homes. Our environment is precious and needs to be protected.
Please support passage of SB 329. Anne Caruso Cleveland Heights, Ohio



