
 
 

 

The Ohio Senate Ag & Natural Resources Committee                                                                 2/17/2026 

Hearing on SB 329 and HB 439 

Written Testimony 

 

Honorable Senators, 

 

Buckeye Lake for Tomorrow is opposed to allowing the continued use of oil/gas brine on Ohio roads for ice and 

dust control. This brine contains Radium-226 with 1,600 years half-life and Radium-228 with 5.75 years half-

life at levels 5 times the allowed by the USEPA. The most common way people get this in their body is 

breathing it in through their lungs. In most of Ohio this oil/gas brine can still be used on roads thanks to the 

Ohio Legislature. When snow or ice is in the forecast the radioactive oil/gas brine is spread on our streets in 

cities like Heath and Newark. If the forecast is wrong, or storm misses this town, the brine dries to dust on road 

and is kicked up by the vehicles for our kids and others at bus stops to inhale. Repeated exposure causes 

multiple types of cancer.  

The run off for this oil/gas brine also ends up in our waterways and food chain. There is already above average 

natural occurring radiation exposure in Ohio from Radon and other sources. We should not be allowing oil/gas 

companies to dump their radioactive waste on our roads also. 

 

The Ohio Department of Heald released a study in 2022 that recommended against the use of oil/gas waste 

brine as deicers due to the increased levels of human exposure to radiation. 

Ohio Department of Natural Resources studied brine from 107 wells across Ohio in 26 counties and 10 different 

formations. Each Sample was considered TOO RADIACTIVE to discharge into the environment according to 

Ohio Administrative Code.  

The Oho Department of Transportation and Ohio Turnpike Commission both discontinued use of deicers 

derived from oil and gas waste. 

A pear review study from Dr. Burgos at Penn State Demonstrated that oil and gas waste applied to roadways is 

ineffective as a dust suppressant and rapidly degrades gravel roads. 

Oil and Gas waste is untested and contains other pollutants such as Volatile Organic Compounds and 

radionuclides before it is spread on roadways.  

Ohio farmers can sell to burgeoning markets a safer alternative of deicers made from beets and soybeans. 

The 11 other states who used Oil/Gas Brine for ice and dust have since banned its use. 26 of the 32 developed 

countries have also banned the use. All the states and countries sighted banning the use for health reasons.  

 

Understand Ohio is ground zero for Oil and Gas, the second well registered in the country was here. Oil and 

Gas companies fund our legislators’ campaigns so they feel obligated. Legislators have a duty to people of Ohio 

to protect us and the environment of Ohio for future Ohioans. Don’t let these paid testifiers from Oil and Gas 

sway you look at the facts and science. There is overwhelming evidence that this using oil/gas brine on Ohio 

roads is unsafe. Does not take a scientist to realize the stuff has to go someplace once it is spread.  

 

Thanks for your consideration, 

 

Matt Baumann 

Director Buckeye Lake for Tomorrow 
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