Sponsor Testimony - S.C.R. 19

Chairman Schaffer, Vice Chair Koehler, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson, and members of the
committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on S.C.R. 19.

This resolution urges Congress to pass the Ohio River Restoration Program Act, currently
introduced as H.R. 5966 and S. 3796, to support long-term restoration and protection efforts
throughout the Ohio River Basin.

The Ohio River is one of the most important natural and economic resources in our state and
nation. Its watershed spans 15 states, serves nearly 30 million people, and covers approximately
75 percent of Ohio’s landmass. The river supports commerce, recreation, tourism, drinking water
access, wildlife habitats, and countless local communities across Ohio.

At the same time, the basin faces significant challenges. Water quality degradation, harmful algal
blooms, flooding, toxic contamination, and aging infrastructure continue to threaten public
health, environmental quality, and economic stability throughout the region. In 2023, the
nonprofit organization American Rivers designated the Ohio River as America’s second most
endangered river.

This resolution recognizes that investments in restoration and water quality improvements are
investments in Ohio’s future. The Ohio River Restoration Program Act would support efforts to
improve water quality, restore fish and wildlife habitats, strengthen flood resiliency, remediate
toxic substances, and expand recreational access across the basin.

The benefits of these investments would be substantial. Cleaner water and healthier ecosystems
will improve public health outcomes, support economic development, strengthen infrastructure,
and preserve recreational opportunities for future generations of Ohioans.

S.C.R. 19 sends a clear message that Ohio values the protection and restoration of the Ohio River
and supports bipartisan federal efforts to ensure the long-term health and vitality of this critical
resource.

Thank you again for the opportunity to provide testimony on this resolution, I would be happy to
answer any questions from this committee.



