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Chairman Schaffer, Vice Chair Koehler, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson and members
of the Senate Agriculture & Natural Resources Committee, | appreciate the opportunity
to provide written proponent testimony in support of Senate Concurrent Resolution 19

The Ohio Water Partnership (OWP), a diverse coalition of businesses, advocates for
sound water policy. Our mission is to ensure a consistent, effective, and equitable
approach to protecting and preserving Ohio’s natural water resources, with a focus on
leveraging Ohio’s competitive business advantage of clean, abundant water across the
state.

OWP comprises entities of all sizes, from Fortune 500 companies to small home-based
businesses and numerous important business and industry associations. They
recognize that the quality of Ohio’s water directly impacts their bottom line, as we often
say, “Ohio water means business!”

Like Lake Erie to our north, the Ohio River to our east and south is vital to Ohio in terms
of commerce, recreation, tourism, transportation, and health.

Over 25 million Americans, including two-thirds of Ohio’s population, reside in the Ohio
River Basin, and it serves as a crucial source of drinking water for more than 5 million
people.

Stretching nearly a thousand miles, the Ohio River significantly contributes to the
nation’s economy. It carries more than a third of the United States’ waterborne
commerce, amounting to $43 billion in commodities annually. Additionally, the river’s
ecosystem generates over 500,000 jobs and supports $21 billion in wages.

SCR 19 urges Congress to pass H.R. 5966 and S. 3796, collectively known as the Ohio
River Restoration Program Act. Similar to the well-known and well-funded Great Lakes
Restoration Initiative (GLRI), this act would allocate up to $350 million in federal
investments to aid in restoring the Ohio River Basin. This basin currently lacks
dedicated federal funding despite being a crucial waterway for commerce and drinking
water.

Chairman Schaffer, members of the Committee, we thank Senator Wilkin for sponsoring
SCR19, and thank you for the opportunity to offer our support.
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