
 

   
 

8560 Cinder Bed Rd #100 
Lorton, VA 22079 

April 15, 2026 

Dear Chairman Johnson, Vice Chair Wilson, Ranking Member Weinstein, and Members of the Committee: 

I write in strong support of House Bill 3 and Senator Patton’s proposed amendment to strengthen school bus stop-
arm enforcement in Ohio. 

It is estimated that motor vehicles illegally pass school buses approximately 40 million times per year across the 
nation, a statistic that parents, community leaders, and law enforcement professionals alike find completely 
unacceptable. Regardless of political affiliation, student safety is a cause that unites us all.  

BusPatrol America LLC (“BusPatrol”) is the nation’s top provider of school bus stop-arm safety camera services, 
operating on over 45,000 school buses nationwide, and often serves as a subject matter expert in supporting 
legislative efforts to craft thoughtful traffic camera safety policy that maximizes student safety and program 
integrity.  

As Director of Government Relations & Strategic Partnerships at BusPatrol, I work closely with public sector 
partners focused on improving student transportation safety. Ohio has an important opportunity to advance one 
of the most meaningful school bus safety measures under consideration this session. HB 3, as passed by the House, 
already strengthens school bus safety by increasing penalties for illegally passing a stopped school bus, directing 
collected fines to the School Bus Safety Fund, creating a grant program for school districts to invest in safety 
features, and adding stronger accountability measures such as points, possible license suspension for repeat 
offenders, and a school bus safety course requirement in certain cases. 

Senator Patton’s amendment makes that framework more effective and more practical to enforce. The 
amendment authorizes school bus violation detection monitoring systems and creates a civil enforcement option 
when a dangerous passing event is captured clearly but the driver cannot be identified. Under that framework, a 
law enforcement agency may issue a $300 civil notice of violation to the registered owner, with $50 directed to the 
School Bus Safety Fund and $250 directed to the entity responsible for operating the school bus for school bus 
safety technology initiatives. 

Just as important, the amendment is not a mandate. It gives communities and law enforcement additional tools 
and local discretion so they can choose the enforcement model that best fits their needs. The materials supporting 
this proposal make clear that the amendment authorizes both criminal and civil penalties, gives local law 
enforcement options, and is intended to help communities curb dangerous driving behavior without forcing a one-
size-fits-all approach. 

The amendment also includes thoughtful guardrails. It requires a memorandum of understanding with local law 
enforcement for review and enforcement support, and bars double enforcement for the same incident by 
providing that law enforcement may not issue both a criminal citation and a civil notice of violation for a single 
violation. 

These provisions matter because illegal passing remains a serious and preventable threat to children. Drivers 
illegally pass stopped school buses every day in Ohio, putting students at risk, and that national safety leaders such 
as the National Transportation Safety Board have supported stop-arm camera programs as a proven way to reduce 
violations and protect children at bus stops. 

In short, HB 3 establishes a strong safety foundation, and Senator Patton’s amendment builds on that foundation 
by providing additional enforcement options to local communities. Together, they give Ohio the chance to improve 
deterrence, expand accountability, support local school districts, and better protect students as they travel to and 
from school. 
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I’d like to thank Senator Gavarone, Representative Willis, and all the student safety champions within the Ohio 
Legislature who have worked tirelessly on this important issue. I respectfully urge your support for HB 3 and 
Senator Patton’s proposed amendment. 

Sincerely, 

Samuel Olsen 
Director, Government Relations & Strategic Partnerships 
BusPatrol 


