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Chair Johnson, Vice Chair Wilson, Ranking Member Weinstein, thank you for the opportunity to provide
sponsor testimony on HB217, the Andy Chapman Act.

HB217 addresses a critical gap in Ohio’s missing persons reporting system by requiring law enforcement
agencies to enter information regarding missing persons and unidentified human remains into the National
Missing and Unidentified Persons System, commonly known as NamUs.

e The legislation seeks to improve coordination between local, state, and national databases so that
missing Ohioans are not overlooked due to inconsistent reporting practices.

Every year, thousands of Americans are reported missing.

e While many are located quickly, others remain missing for months or even years.

e Families often face unimaginable uncertainty, waiting for answers that may never come.

e At the same time, unidentified remains are discovered across the country without an effective
mechanism to connect those individuals to open missing persons cases.

¢ In too many cases, the technology and resources to make those connections already exist, but the
information is never entered into the systems designed to facilitate those matches.

NamU s is a federally funded national clearinghouse that assists law enforcement, medical examiners, coroners,
and families in solving missing and unidentified persons cases.

e The system has proven effective in helping identify remains, reconnect families, and support
investigations across state lines.

e Yet participation remains inconsistent because Ohio law currently does not require agencies to utilize
the database.

HB217 establishes a straightforward and reasonable reporting standard.

e The bill requires law enforcement agencies to enter relevant missing person information into NamUs
within a specified timeframe.

e It also requires the entry of data related to unidentified human remains.

e By creating a uniform statewide expectation, Ohio can ensure that cases are no longer dependent on
varying local practices or limited departmental resources.



Importantly, this legislation is not punitive. It is collaborative and practical.

¢ Many agencies already use NamUs voluntarily and have seen positive results.
e HB217 simply ensures that all Ohio families receive the same level of diligence and access to available
investigative tools regardless of where a disappearance occurs.

The bill also reflects bipartisan recognition that missing persons cases demand urgency, professionalism, and
modern investigative coordination. Families should never have to wonder whether a loved one’s information
was entered into the system that might help bring them home.

In addition to its humanitarian importance, HB217 strengthens public safety and investigative efficiency.

e Better information sharing can assist law enforcement in identifying patterns, resolving cold cases, and
coordinating with agencies in other jurisdictions.
¢ In an increasingly mobile society, missing persons investigations cannot stop at county or state borders.

This legislation is named in recognition of advocates and families who have worked tirelessly to improve the
missing persons system and ensure that others do not endure the same prolonged uncertainty they experienced
themselves. Their persistence has helped bring attention to shortcomings in the current process and inspired
meaningful reform.

HB217 is a commonsense measure that modernizes Ohio’s approach to missing persons investigations, supports
law enforcement, and most importantly, gives families a better chance at receiving answers and closure.

Thank you again for the opportunity to provide testimony on HB217. We would be happy to answer any
questions from the committee.
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