Chair, Vice Chair, Ranking Member, and members of the committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of Substitute House Bill 217,
Andy Chapman’s Act.

My name is Aimee Chapman. | am here today as a family member of Andy Chapman, who
disappeared from Columbus, Ohio, nearly 20 years ago.

Andy was more than a missing person case number. He was a son, a brother, an uncle, and
someone deeply loved by our family. Nearly 20 years later, we still do not know what
happened to him or where he is. What we do know is that the pain of not knowing never
goes away.

People often think that after enough time passes, families find closure. The truth is that
there is no closure when a loved one is missing. Every holiday, birthday, family gathering,
and milestone is a reminder that someone is absent. We are left wondering what
happened, whether he is still out there, and whether there is information somewhere that
could finally provide answers.

Over the last 20 years, our family has worked tirelessly to keep Andy’s story alive. We have
shared flyers, maintained social media pages, followed up on tips, spoken with law
enforcement, and asked the public not to forget him. Families of missing persons become
advocates because we have no choice. If we stop talking about our loved ones, we fear they
will be forgotten.

My advocacy has also extended beyond my own family’s search. | had the privilege of
serving on the Governor’s Missing Persons Working Group, where | worked alongside law
enforcement professionals, policymakers, advocates, and other stakeholders to identify
ways to improve Ohio’s response to missing person cases.



Through that experience, | saw firsthand the significant amount of time, collaboration, and
bipartisan effort that went into examining Ohio’s missing persons system and developing
meaningful solutions. | also saw the importance of consistent data collection, information
sharing, and the use of every available tool to help locate missing individuals and provide
answers to families.

| am especially encouraged that Andy Chapman’s Act incorporates recommendations and
considerations that emerged from the Working Group’s efforts. This legislation reflects the
thoughtful work of people from different backgrounds and perspectives who came together
with a shared goal: improving outcomes for missing persons and their families.

One of the most important lessons | learned, both as a family member of a missing person
and through my work on the Governor’s Missing Persons Working Group, is that information
matters. Missing person cases often span years, jurisdictions, and agencies. A clue in one
state could connect to information in another. An unidentified person somewhere in the
country could be someone’s missing loved one. That is why databases like the National
Missing and Unidentified Persons System, or NamUs, are so critical.

Andy Chapman’s Act would ensure that missing person information is entered into NamUs,
creating another opportunity for connections to be made and answers to be found. It helps
ensure that families do not have to wonder whether every available tool is being used in the
search for their loved one.

This bill is not complicated, but its impact could be profound. It creates consistency,
improves information sharing, and strengthens the ability of law enforcement agencies to
collaborate across jurisdictions. Most importantly, it gives families hope.

Our family continues to search for Andy and believes answers are still possible. While this
legislation bears Andy’s name, it is not only about him. It is about every missing person in
Ohio and every family living with the same uncertainty and heartache.



No family should have to spend decades wondering if critical information was never
entered into a system designed to help find missing people and identify the unidentified.
This bill helps ensure that every missing person has the greatest possible chance of being
found and every family has the greatest possible chance of receiving answers.

| respectfully ask for your support of Substitute House Bill 217, Andy Chapman’s Act.

Thank you for your time, your consideration, and for helping Ohio’s missing persons and
their families.



