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Chairman, Vice Chair, Ranking Member, and members of the Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide proponent testimony in support of House Bill 217,
Andy Chapman's Act.

My name is Aaron E. Haslam, and I am honored to serve as a member of Governor Mike
DeWine's Missing Persons Working Group. I previously served as the Ohio Prosecuting
Attorneys Association's representative on the Working Group and have spent much of my career
working alongside law enforcement, prosecutors, victim advocates, and families impacted by
missing persons cases.

I support House Bill 217 because it advances key recommendations of the Governor's Missing
Persons Working Group and provides practical tools to improve missing persons investigations
throughout Ohio.

The Working Group's review of missing persons cases revealed a consistent theme: successful
investigations depend upon the timely identification of risk factors, preservation of information,
and access to investigative resources. House Bill 217 addresses each of those needs.

First, the bill establishes a process for identifying high-risk missing children and adults. When
circumstances suggest a heightened risk of injury, death, abduction, or criminal activity,
prosecutors can assist law enforcement in evaluating those cases and ensuring appropriate
investigative resources are available. As a former county prosecutor, I believe this provision will
strengthen Ohio's response to the most serious missing persons cases.

Second, House Bill 217 improves the preservation of missing persons information by requiring
records to be maintained electronically and made available for future investigations. The



Working Group recognized that unresolved cases often remain active for years and that
preserving information is essential to generating future leads.

Third, the bill promotes consistent use of the National Missing and Unidentified Persons System
(NamUgs), a federally funded resource that helps investigators identify connections between
missing persons and unidentified remains across jurisdictions. Consistent use of NamUs will
improve information sharing and strengthen long-term investigations.

Importantly, House Bill 217 does not create a new database or require significant new state
expenditures. Instead, it improves coordination and promotes the consistent use of tools already
available to law enforcement.

Most importantly, this legislation recognizes that every missing person matters. Behind every
case is a family waiting for answers. Families do not measure investigations by jurisdictional
boundaries, databases, or agency responsibilities. They simply want answers. House Bill 217
helps ensure investigators have better tools and better information to provide those answers.

As both a member of Governor DeWine's Missing Persons Working Group and a former county
prosecutor, I believe House Bill 217 reflects years of work by families, advocates, law
enforcement officers, prosecutors, and policymakers committed to ensuring that no missing
Ohioan is forgotten.

For these reasons, I respectfully urge the Committee to favorably report House Bill 217.

Thank you for your consideration.
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