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TOPICS

Eligibility for Transportation

Impracticality Determinations and Payment in Lieu
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WHO IS ELIGIBLE FOR TRANSPORTATION?

e K-8 students who live more than two miles
from school

* Students with physical disabilities that make
them unable to walk to and from school

* Students with disabilities who have an IEP
requiring transportation as a related service

* Open enrollment students, upon request and
only within the boundaries of the resident
district




OPTIONAL TRANSPORTATION

* School districts may transport:

» High school students (unless a student is eligible because of a
disability)

» K-8 students who live less than two miles from school

* Districts cannot reduce transportation for students who are
not required to be transported after the first day of the school
year.
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EXCEPTIONS TO TRANSPORTATION REQUIREMENTS

Transportation of an eligible student is not required if:

» The drive time by bus between the assigned public school
and the school the student attends is more than 30 minutes

OR

» The school board determines transportation is impractical



IMPRACTICALITY DETERMINATION: FACTORS TO
CONSIDER

* Time and distance involved in the transportation

* Number of students to be transported

* Cost of equipment, maintenance, personnel, and administration

* Whether similar or equivalent service is provided to other students

* Whether and to what extent the additional service unavoidably
disrupts current transportation schedules

* Whether other reimbursable types of transportation are available
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IMPRACTICALITY DETERMINATION: NOTIFICATION

* District must notify parent, school the
student attends, and DEW

* Notification must provide detailed reasons

for the determination \T{}'.‘l“l?
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* District must offer parent payment in lieu of
transportation, including a form by which
the parent can accept or reject the offer
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PAYMENT IN LIEU OF TRANSPORTATION

MINIMUM AMOUNT MAXIMUM AMOUNT

50% of average cost of Average cost of student
student transportation for transportation for prior

prior school year school year

FY25 amount = $583.86 FY25 amount =$1,167.72




IF PARENT REJECTS PAYMENT IN LIEU OF
TRANSPORTATION....

* Parent may request DEW to initiate mediation

* Parent may authorize community or chartered nonpublic school to act on the
parent’s behalf during mediation

* If mediation does not resolve dispute, DEW must conduct a Chapter 119 hearing

» DEW may approve payment in lieu of transportation OR order district to transport
student

» District must provide transportation from the time parent requests mediation until
dispute is resolved
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ALLOWABLE MODES OF TRANSPORTATION

* School buses always allowed

* Vans that carry 9 or fewer passengers (not including the driver) allowed in
certain circumstances

» Districts may use if number of students transported to a community or chartered
nonpublic school is 9 or fewer

» Community schools and chartered nonpublic schools may use if:

o Resident district declared student impractical to transport

o Resident district not required to transport because the student lives more than 30
minutes from the student’s school

o Have offered to transport students instead of resident district



MASS TRANSIT

* Allowed for grades 9-12 if route does
not require more than one transfer

* Allowed for grades K-8 only if district
and student’s school have agreement
authorizing use of mass transit




TRANSPORTATION NONCOMPLIANCE

* District is noncompliant when:

» Bus arrives more than 30 minutes late to school
» Bus picks students up more than 30 minutes after the end of the school day
» Bus never arrives

» District fails to comply with other transportation requirements

* Does not count if due to inclement weather
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PENALTIES FOR NONCOMPLIANCE

* District subject to penalties for each instance of noncompliance

* Each instance =5 consecutive school days or 10 days in a school year

Instance of
. Penalty
Noncompliance

1 District submits corrective action plan to DEW

DEW withholds 25% of district’s daily transportation payment for each day of
2,3,0r4 noncompliance; per-pupil amount disbursed to student’s school to pay
parents who did not receive transportation

5 DEW withholds 100% of district’s daily transportation payment until compliant
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