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Chairman Brenner, Vice-Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and Members of the Senate 

Education Committee, thank you for your prompt attention to a pressing need in the Ashtabula 

City School District. 

Over the Thanksgiving weekend, Northern Ashtabula County received over 5 feet of wet, heavy 

snow. While not quite breaking the 1978 Blizzard Records, it created hazardous road conditions 

with multiple Level 2 & Level 3 Snow Emergency Declarations from the Ashtabula County 

Sheriff and buried residents for over a week while ODOT, local crews and contractors worked 

ceaselessly to remove snow. 

Not only were local grocery stores and essential services closed, but our local hospital also even 

had to close many normal operations due to weather conditions!  Multiple structures incurred 

significant damage, including Lakeside High School (which was also designated our primary 

emergency response location) where the roof collapsed over the Thanksgiving weekend.  Our 

county’s secondary emergency response building also was deemed unsafe due to roof conditions, 

contributing to Governor DeWine declaring a State of Emergency. 

Ashtabula City Schools Superintendent, Lisa Newsome, and her team worked diligently to make 

alternate class arrangements for all impacted students, and they were able to minimize the loss of 

instructional time to just 3 days (19.5 hours)! This was incredible when considering that the roof 

collapse included the portion of the building housing the district administration offices, damaged 

the district server (used to provide remote instruction and access student records and contact 

information), the phone system was down for nearly a month, internet service across the district 

was cut off for up to one month, and nearly everyone north of US RT 90 was snowed in with five 

or more feet of snow in the driveways and roadways! 

Despite the excellent pivoting and tireless planning to get students back to in-person learning 

seamlessly, Superintendent Newsome was still forced to close school during the week following 

the snowstorm as the district struggled to dig out, move thousands of students throughout the five 

remaining buildings and rehab an out-of-use building in order to bring everyone back to school. 

Teachers had to reorder supplies and instructional materials as the High School Building was 

deemed unsafe to retrieve any belongings, including student devices. 
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This State of Emergency has put Ashtabula Seniors at risk of not graduating on schedule and also 

endangers the Ashtabula City School District’s ability to receive ANY state funding in the 

coming school year. 

In conversations with the Department of Education and Workforce (DEW), we learned that the 

legislature has granted emergency waivers on a case-by-case basis for similar extenuating 

circumstances in the past and that the DEW is supportive of waiving the minimum hours 

provisions for funding and graduation due to the series of unpredictable and unusual 

circumstances in the Ashtabula City School District this winter. 

The House amended the as-introduced version to limit the minimum hours waived to no more 

than 24 hours for the State of Emergency and allowed competency on a state assessment to 

qualify high school seniors to graduate rather than meeting the minimum hours. 

I would like to thank Representative David Thomas for joining me on this bill and turn it over to 

him for the remainder of our testimony. 
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