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Chair Andrew O. Brenner, Vice Chair Louis W. Blessing, III, and members of the Education 
Committee of the Ohio Senate: 

Thank you for reading my written testimony today. My name is Joan Spoerl and I support the 
optimization of funding for public education via the Fair School Funding plan to best serve 
90% of Ohio’s school-age children and I support its full long-term funding in the state 
budget. This investment will pay dividends for our state’s workforce and economy.  

Public is public and open for all, advancing the common good. Public dollars should 
prioritize, advance and support the public good. When we work together to strengthen our 
public schools, we strengthen communities. This should be the goal of Ohio legislators. 

As proud parents of a college sophomore who attended our public schools from 
kindergarten through high school, my husband and I know about and value quality 
education and we chose public, because it brings together all types of people, in our own 
beloved community, is open to all and striving to uplift all and excel despite difficult odds. 
We care about all the children in our community and know how important it is that there be 
well-supported public schools available to all when they need them. 

My parents sent my older siblings to parochial school and that was their choice, but they 
would never have expected the government to fund that choice. They always supported our 
local public schools and were glad they were available for me. 

Strong support of public education is one of Ohio legislators’ primary responsibilities as 
outlined in the Ohio Constitution. Also, given that approximately 90% of school-age 
children in Ohio attend public schools, they should be the priority. 

I share our founding fathers’ convictions about education’s critical place in elevating 
humanity and the common good, upholding our democracy, and that it should be the 
highest priority of government. I share their high aspirations and vision of a system so grand 
that, in John Adams words, “it is unknown to any other people ancient or modern” and “that 
knowledge must become so general as to raise the lower ranks of Society to the higher.” 

In 1851, the Ohioans who wrote about education in the state Constitution intended to “see 
a system of schools as perfect as could be devised, and to see it improve so as to keep 



pace with the most rapid progress of the most rapid element of our social or political 
constitution.” 

Many years have passed since 1851 but it’s never too late for you to demonstrate your 
commitment to educational excellence, to the founding fathers’ vision, to our future 
economy and workforce, and to the oath you swore to the Constitution. 

The legislature is constitutionally mandated to provide adequate and equitable funding so 
every student in every public school district has the benefit of a sound education 
regardless of the community’s capacity to fund its public schools. Such a constitutional 
imperative is the legislature’s first and dominant duty. Rather than divert money to private 
schools, the legislature should be working to invest robustly in public schools.  

The bipartisan Fair School Funding plan was thoughtfully crafted over years and deserves 
your support. 

Expanding the funding for vouchers is fiscally irresponsible, as inefficient as one could 
possibly imagine and does not support the common good. Private is private and exclusive. 
Tax dollars should not be directed towards vouchers for private or religious school 
students. Parents have choices and it should be their choice to seek and fund the private 
school option. Similarly, if they don’t like their public recreational facilities or don’t want to 
interact with other community members there, they can join a private club or pool but 
shouldn’t expect taxpayers to fund that choice. 

Wouldn’t it be wonderful to be able to boast that Ohio has the best public schools in the 
nation no matter what the community in which they’re located? That would be a worthy 
goal towards which to strive. 


