
OHIO SENATE
Committee on Education Minutes

May 7, 2025
136th General Assembly

The Senate Committee on Education was called to order pursuant to the meeting notice at 
approximately 4:02 pm in the South Hearing Room of the Statehouse.

Attendance was taken. A quorum was present.

The minutes of the May 6th,2025 committee meeting were approved.

The Chair called up H.B. 96 for its fourth hearing. 

The following testimony was provided:

Katie Johnson, Executive Director; Board Members Terrah Stacy, Kyle Smith, Jared Bunting, Ohio 
Association of School Business Officials (OASBO) - Interested Party (Written Testimony)
Jan Resseger, Self - Interested Party (Written Testimony)
Paul Imhoff, Buckeye Association of School Administrators - Interested Party (Written Testimony)
Jennifer Hogue, Ohio School Boards Association - Interested Party (Written Testimony)
Scott DiMauro, Ohio Education Association (OEA) - Interested Party (Written Testimony)
Tony Podojil, Alliance for High Quality Education - Interested Party (Written Testimony)
Scott Wludyga, Ohio ACTE, OACTS, & Ohio CCS - Interested Party (Written Testimony)
Troy McIntosh, Ohio Christian Educator Network - Interested Party (Written Testimony)
Paul Otten, Beavercreek City Schools - Interested Party (Written Testimony)
Robert Hill, Springfield City School District - Interested Party (Written Testimony)
Craig Burford, Ohio Educational Service Center Association - Interested Party (Written Testimony)
Dr. Damon Davis, Beth Wernery, James Perdue, Jennifer Burke, Todd Schilling, Reading 
Community City School District - Interested Party (Written Testimony)
Chris Varwig, Board Vice President, Toledo Public Schools - Interested Party (Written Testimony)
Michael Hanlon, Fair School Funding Plan WorkGroup - Interested Party (Written Testimony)
Ryan Pendleton, Fair School Funding Plan WorkGroup - Interested Party (Written Testimony)
Renee Murphy, Advocates for Basic Legal Equality, Inc. - Interested Party (Written Testimony)
Jermaine Ferguson, MEVSD - Interested Party (Written Testimony)
Robyn Houze, - Interested Party (Written Testimony)
Ann Shroyer, n/a - Interested Party (Written Testimony)
Kathryn Garvey, - Interested Party (Written Testimony)
Abbie Sigmon, - Interested Party (Written Testimony)
Kevin Dalton, Toledo Federation of Teachers - Interested Party (Written Testimony)
Deborah Cooper, Self - Interested Party (Written Testimony Only)
Karen Leith, PhD, League of Women Voters of Ohio - Interested Party (Written Testimony Only)
Susan Kaeser, League of Women Voters of Ohio - Interested Party (Written Testimony Only)
Erin Walczewski, Self - Interested Party (Written Testimony Only)
Andrea Granieri, Self - Interested Party (Written Testimony Only)
Colleen Boyle, Public - Interested Party (Written Testimony Only)
Kevin O'Donnell, Meadowdale Career Tech Center - Interested Party (Written Testimony Only)
Morris Lenczicki, Partnership for Milford Schools - Interested Party (Written Testimony Only)
Kevin O'Donnell, Meadowdale Career Tech Center - Interested Party (Written Testimony Only)
Deborah K. Cooper, N/A - Interested Party (Written Testimony Only)



Kevin O'Donnell, Meadowdale Career Tech Center - Interested Party (Written Testimony Only)
Grace Whistle, - Interested Party (Written Testimony Only)
TJ Cusick, Worthington City Schools - Interested Party (Written Testimony Only)
Brian Kuhn & Thomas Faulkner, Clark-Shawnee Local School District - Interested Party (Written 
Testimony Only)
Molly Snodgrass, - Interested Party (Written Testimony Only)
Kent R. Zeman, Lakewood City School District - Interested Party (Written Testimony Only)
Molly Snodgrass, - Interested Party (Written Testimony Only)
Kevin O'Donnell, Meadowdale Career Tech Center - Interested Party (Written Testimony Only)
Josh Jennings, Ohio Alliance of Independent STEM Schools - Interested Party (Written Testimony 
Only)
Todd Puster, Orange City School District - Interested Party (Written Testimony Only)
Ciji Pittman, KIPP Columbus - Interested Party (Written Testimony Only)
William Wade, Mentor Exempted Village School District - Interested Party (Written Testimony 
Only)
Amy K. Cissell, - Interested Party (Written Testimony Only)
Julie M Apley Kanable, - Interested Party (Written Testimony Only)
David Mangus, Cuyahoga Valley Career Center - Interested Party (Written Testimony Only)
John Marschhausen, Dublin City School District - Interested Party (Written Testimony Only)
Greg Gifford, Caldwell Exempted Village School District - Interested Party (Written Testimony 
Only)
Matt Sheridan, Mid-East - Interested Party (Written Testimony Only)
Dr. Brian Bontempo, Auburn Career Center - Interested Party (Written Testimony Only)
Kevin Smith, Crooksville Exempted Village School District - Interested Party (Written Testimony 
Only)
Eric D. Meredith, Pike Joint Vocational School District - Interested Party (Written Testimony Only)
Michelle Patrick, Springfield-Clark Career Technology Center - Interested Party (Written Testimony 
Only)
Mark Neal, Tri-Valley Local School District - Interested Party (Written Testimony Only)
Brad Richardson, Ohio Hi-Point Career Center - Interested Party (Written Testimony Only)
Abigail Drennen, Parent - Interested Party (Written Testimony Only)
Laura Smallwood, - Interested Party (Written Testimony Only)
Sean Martin, - Interested Party (Written Testimony Only)
Jason Kozina, Northwood Local Schools - Interested Party (Written Testimony Only)
Cathy Carson, - Interested Party (Written Testimony Only)
Joan Spoerl, - Interested Party (Written Testimony Only)
Natalie Hastings, n/a - Interested Party (Written Testimony Only)
Elizabeth Tull Laureano, - Interested Party (Written Testimony Only)
Natasha L. Adams, West Clermont Local School District - Interested Party (Written Testimony 
Only)
Katherine Wagner, - Interested Party (Written Testimony Only)
Alison Allen, - Interested Party (Written Testimony Only)
Ruth Hardy, - Interested Party (Written Testimony Only)
Monika C. Talley, Board of Education, Canal Winchester Local Schools - Interested Party (Written 
Testimony Only)
Susan Sammons, - Proponent (Written Testimony)
Todd Minniear, - Proponent (Written Testimony)
Russell Gifford, Agape Christian Academy - Proponent (Written Testimony)
Nick Kuechly, Mars Hill Academy - Proponent (Written Testimony)
Kathryn Harker, - Proponent (Written Testimony Only)
Kevin Smith, Crooksville Exempted Village School District - Proponent (Written Testimony Only)
Mike Mackin, - Proponent (Written Testimony Only)



Kevin Kinne, Teays Valley Local School District - Proponent (Written Testimony Only)
Jack Hatert, Yellow Springs High School & McKinney Middle School - Proponent (Written 
Testimony Only)
Lanie Montgomery, Self - Proponent (Written Testimony Only)
LaShonna Kirk, - Proponent (Written Testimony Only)
Janine King, - Proponent (Written Testimony Only)
Kieth Hamblen, - Proponent (Written Testimony Only)
Melissa Harris, Delaware City Schools - Opponent (Written Testimony)
Hugh Garside, South Western City Schools - Opponent (Written Testimony)
George Anagnostou, Strongsville City Schools - Opponent (Written Testimony)
Anisa Liban, Westerville City Schools Board of Education - Opponent (Written Testimony)
Cathi Kulik, Self - Opponent (Written Testimony)
Laura Jones, Hudson City School District - Opponent (Written Testimony)
Kirstin S Toth, Hudson City Schools - Opponent (Written Testimony)
Billy Smith, Fairfield City School District - Opponent (Written Testimony Only)
Jeremie Hittle, Piqua City Schools - Opponent (Written Testimony Only)
Jennifer Best, - Opponent (Written Testimony Only)
Abby Buckerfield, Parent, Delaware City Schools - Opponent (Written Testimony Only)
Rose Ioppolo, Mentor Exempted Village School District - Opponent (Written Testimony Only)
ANNIE PAYNE, - Opponent (Written Testimony Only)
Courtney Bogard, - Opponent (Written Testimony Only)
Dr. Dominick Kaple, South Euclid Lyndhurst City Schools - Opponent (Written Testimony Only)
Stacey Neff, - Opponent (Written Testimony Only)
Jordan Michael, Eastern Local School District (Brown County, Ohio) - Opponent (Written 
Testimony Only)
Carolyn Pinney, - Opponent (Written Testimony Only)
Jeanne Melvin, Public Education Partners - Opponent (Written Testimony Only)
Kimberly MAYRHOFER Olthoff, - Opponent (Written Testimony Only)

The committee adjourned at approximately 8:31 pm.

Andrew O. Brenner, Chair


