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Chairman Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and Members of the Senate
Education Committee, thank you for the opportunity to speak with you today. My name is
Diane Allen, and | am Director Dackin’s nominee to be the Deputy Director of Primary and
Secondary Education for the Department of Education and Workforce.

First, | would like to thank Director Dackin for putting forward my nomination. Thisis an
exciting time for Ohio in education and workforce policy. The commitment to improving
academic outcomes and preparing students for the workforce is evident in my conversations
with Governor DeWine and members of the General Assembly. Director Dackin and | have
talked about the opportunities for transforming Ohio’s K-12 education system into one that
focuses on fundamental skills and knowledge, engages students in their learning, and
prepares our graduates for successful careers in Ohio’s growing economy.

| recently retired from the Marysville Exempted Village School District, where | served as
superintendent since 2012. In that role, | implemented common curriculum and assessments
and classroom tools to tailor learning to students’ needs. | also established high school and
middle school career pathways and partnered with local businesses to build internships and
other work-based learning experiences. This work improved student performance and
increased the number of students achieving high-value industry credentials.

Marysville is not an exception - | know Ohio’s districts and schools can do this work. Students
deserve a learning environment that is right for them, wherever that may be. The Department
of Education and Workforce is positioned to assist all schools in supporting their students and
staff through data analysis, high-quality instruction, school improvement strategies, educator
training, and partnership building. This is the vision Director Dackin has for the Department. |
fully support this vision. If confirmed by the Senate, | will work with Director Dackin, Deputy
Director Varner, the DeWine-Tressel administration, members of the General Assembly, and
other stakeholders to foster creative innovations in Ohio’s K-12 education system. | look
forward to this tremendous opportunity.

Chairman Brenner, members of the Committee, thank you again for your time. I’'m happy to
answer any questions you may have.
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