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Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the
Senate Education Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor
testimony on House Bill 57.

House Bill 57 is a life-saving measure. It’s a direct response to an opioid crisis that’s no
longer knocking at the doors of our schools, it’s already inside. This bill ensures that
school districts choosing to supply overdose-reversal drugs, like naloxone, establish
policies for their proper storage, training, and rapid administration in the event of a
student overdose. With these policies in place, we can create safer school environments
and a community that is equipped to respond immediately when every second counts.

Every second matters when a student overdoses. We've seen it play out in real time. In
2023, a high school student in Toledo collapsed in a classroom. Two doses of naloxone
saved that child’s life. That student went home to their family. They got a second chance.
And it wasn’t by accident, it was because someone was prepared.

Unfortunately, this is not an isolated story. It’s happening across our state. Akron.
Dayton. Columbus. Cleveland. Overdose emergencies are becoming a tragic new reality
in our schools.

According to the Ohio Department of Health, overdose deaths among children and teens
ages 10 to 19 rose by 166% between 2018 and 2022. In just one year, 2022, we lost at
least 61 Ohio youth under the age of 20 to unintentional drug overdoses.

Sixty-one futures. Sixty-one families shattered.

And what’s driving this crisis isn’t always what we expect. Fentanyl, the synthetic opioid
so potent that even a few grains can be fatal, is now showing up in counterfeit pills, in
marijuana, in vape pens, things young people experiment with without realizing they’re
laced with poison.

We’ve even had cases where teachers and school resource officers needed naloxone after
coming into contact with fentanyl while trying to save a student’s life. They were doing

their jobs. They were trying to help. And they were nearly lost too.

Naloxone is not a drug of abuse. It doesn’t give anyone a high. It gives them a second
chance. It reverses overdoses. It gives parents the chance to hug their child again. When
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it’s available, when it’s easy to access, when staff are trained to use it, it saves lives.

Some school districts have already taken this step. Akron, Columbus, and Cleveland
have worked to put naloxone in schools. But every district in Ohio deserves the tools and
guidance to do the same. House Bill 57 gives them that. It helps ensure schools can
respond to an emergency without delay. It also gives communities a way to step in, by
allowing districts to accept donations for naloxone and related resources.

We put AEDs in our schools to treat cardiac arrest. We train staff for fire drills and
lockdowns. This is no different. It’s about readiness. It’s about making sure that if a
child is in crisis, the adults around them don’t panic. They respond. They act. They save
a life.

Our children are growing up in a world that’s changed. A world where one wrong pill or
one shared vape could cost them everything. We can’t change the fact that fentanyl
exists. But we can change whether our schools are equipped to deal with it.

House Bill 57 will help us protect those lives. And in doing so, it will remind every
student, every parent, and every educator in this state that their safety and their future
matters.

Thank you for your time and consideration. It’s now my honor to pass to my joint
sponsor, Representative Williams.



