Ohio Senate Committees:

Senate Building Workforce Development - Chair

1 Capitol Square Agriculture and Natural Resources
Columbus, Ohio 43215 - Vice Chair

(614) 466-3780 Education

Higher Education
Local Government

Kyle Koehler
State Senator
10th District

Senate Education Committee
Senate Bill 272 — Sponsor Testimony
Tuesday, October 7th, 2025

Chairman Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Smith, and members of
the Senate Education Committee, thank you for allowing me to present Senate
Bill 272 for your consideration and discussion today.

All eleventh-grade students in the state of Ohio are required to take five end-of-
course examinations in the areas of English language arts Il, science, Algebra |,
American History, and American government. SB 272 provides another option for
the end-of-course examination for American government.

Beginning in the 2026-2027 school year, high school students would have the
option to take a civics assessment instead of the American government end-of-
course exam. This civics test would be identical to the civics portion of the
Naturalization Test that is used by the United States Citizenship and Immigration
Services agency.!

School district boards of education would determine the method and manner in
which to administer the assessment, and a student's successful completion of the
assessment would be demonstrated by answering correctly at least sixty percent
of the questions included on the assessment. A student not attaining a passing
score could retake the assessment until they obtain a passing score.

It is imperative that students are expected to know the same basic content about
our Country as the hundreds of thousands of immigrants who become U.S.
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citizens each year. It is increasingly concerning how many Americans do not know
the basic historical and governmental characteristics of this great country.

A comprehensive study from the U.S. Chamber of Commerce Foundation from
2024 highlights the lack of civic literacy among Americans.? Some of the key
findings from the study include:

- 70% of Americans fail basic civic literacy quizzes including questions about
branches of government and basic functions of democracy

- Just one in three respondents knew there were three branches of
government

- Two thirds of respondents said they studied civics in high school, but only
25% said they were “very confident” in how the government works

- Over 50% of respondents did not know the number of members in
Congress

These statistics are very concerning and reinforce the need for this legislation.
Without reinforcement of newfound knowledge, students can be quick to forget
content learned in their English, science, and math classes. Providing this option
would incentivize students to adequately prepare for the basic knowledge any
American should confidently know. Many students would be more inclined to
take this test over the intimidating American government exam and be required
to study the content again if they do not pass on the first try.

The civics portion of the Naturalization Test consists of History and Government
guestions and ensures an adequate understanding of Principles of American
Democracy, Systems of Government, Rights and Responsibilities, American
Independence and Recent History, Geography, Symbols and Holidays. This is basic
knowledge all American students in Ohio should confidently know.

Mr. Chairman and members of this committee, | ask you to consider SB 272 so
that we may provide our students with a new opportunity to learn the same basic
information about our county that new citizens are expected to know. Thank you
for allowing me to testify and | will gladly answer any questions.
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