¢ Andrews Osborne Academy
* Bethany School
 Birchwood School of Hawken
¢ Canton Country Day School
¢ Central Montessori Academy
¢ Cincinnati Country Day School
* Cincinnati Hills
Christian Academy
¢ Columbus Academy
¢ Columbus Jewish Day School
* Columbus School for Girls
¢ Columbus Torah Academy
¢ Gilmour Academy
¢ Grand River Academy
¢ Hathaway Brown
* Hawken School
* Hershey Montessori School
* Hudson Montessori School
¢ Jos. and Florence Mandel Jewish Day School
¢ Lake Ridge Academy
* Laurel School
¢ The Lawrence School
¢ The Lillian and Betty Ratner School
¢ Linden Grove School
¢ The Lippman School
* Mansion Day School
* Marburn Academy
* Maumee Valley Country Day School
* McGulfey Montessori School
¢ The Miami Valley School
¢ The New School
¢ Old Trail School
¢ Olney Friends School
* Ridgewood School
* Rockwern Academy
¢ Ruffing Montessori - Cleve. Heights
¢ Ruffing Montessori - Rocky River
¢ The Schilling School for Gifted Children
¢ The Seven Hills School
¢ Summit Country Day School
¢ University School
¢ Urban Community School
* Wellington School
* Welsh Hills School

* Western Reserve Academy
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Testimony of Dan Dodd: Executive Director - OAIS

Chairman Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram and
committee members, thank you for the opportunity to testify on SB 290. |
am Dan Dodd and | represent the Ohio Alliance of Independent Schools.

While our member schools put safety at the top of their priority list, we do
have some concerns regarding SB 290, not just for OAIS schools but for

public and nonpublic schools throughout the state.

We would ask the committee to consider the following points:

As mentioned in the fiscal note, the school safety grant program is
anticipated to be fully allocated even without this mandate. Due to
the the text of SB 290 requiring one of these boxes “on each
building that is operated by the district or school or in a strategic
location for optimal law enforcement response on school
premises,” there is no way the school safety grant program will
come anywhere close to covering the cost of the installation of the
boxes. Sinking money into these boxes through a statutory
mandate will take resources away from funding other grant
requests that be more effective in providing school security.

The bill also requires schools to contact law enforcement every
time a modification is made to a door or window on a school
building. Considering many OAIS members operate campuses
with many building (one OAIS member has a campus with over 40
buildings), this will become an administrative headache for public
and nonpublic schools alike.

Instead of imposing a costly mandate on chartered nonpublic
schools, we believe it would make more sense to authorize
chartered nonpublic schools to purchase these boxes with
auxiliary services funding and let the schools make this decision in
consultation with local law enforcement authorities.

We would recommend consideration of these issues and amendments
that would make the bill more workable for schools. Thank you for the
opportunity to testify and | am happy to answer any questions from the
committee.
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