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Vice-Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate 

Education Committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify on Senate Bill 311. 

This legislation considers provisions offered as amendments for the Operating 

Budget, HB 96, as well as requests from various interested parties. This bill 

contains several provisions and my sponsor testimony will highlight key 

provisions.  

I will walk through each of the major provisions of the bill and highlight some of 

the minor changes. First, this bill includes language to modify the automatic 

disposition of unused school facilities. In 2024, one of Ohio big urban districts was 

maintaining 12 closed properties, costing nearly $400,000 annually in taxpayer 

dollars. Under current law, all school districts are required to offer a school 

building for sale should it be under 60% capacity. The first needed change of SB 

311 of defining 60% of  capacity either 60% of the maximum student enrollment 

per the building’s certificate of occupancy or 60% of the greatest student 

enrollment of the building in the ten most recent school years for two consecutive 

years. This provision has been left vague for years as to what 60% of capacity 

means as we never had established a capacity of what. In addition to community, 

college-preparatory boarding schools, and STEM schools, this language adds  

chartered-non public schools to the list of schools that can bid to purchase unused 

facilities, while giving first priority to high-quality community schools in the 

district the unused building resides.  

Schools will be exempt from offering buildings for sale should the unused facility 

be less than 10 years old, located on or adjacent to a parcel of land where other 

school district facilities are located, the enrollment of a building decreased due to 

significant repair or damage, and/or the building primary serves career tech 



education. Additionally, school districts will be required to annually report all 

unused facilities to DEW by November 30th and DEW will be required to post the 

full list if unused facilities on their website by December 31st each year. 

Senate Bill 311 also codifies the recommendations of the Department of Education 

and Workforce following the remote proctoring pilot. This language would allow 

for the remote proctoring of state standardized tests for online community schools. 

It would require that all teachers, test administrators, and other school staff of all 

participating schools be trained to understand the technical needs of administering 

a test remotely; the school personnel directly responsible for administering the test 

would also be required to come the Remote Proctoring Certification Course. 

Families and students would also be prepared and provided the needed resources to 

take tests remotely. The number of students a proctor could oversee would be 

limited to nine and e-schools would also be required to offer in-person testing 

locations in addition to remote. Online community schools have requested this 

change for some time as one of the larger costs they face is administering end of 

year exams in person. SB 311 will help to offset this cost while still providing 

families with the best option for their student. With proper implementation of 

exams through prepared families, students, and proctors using things like 

lockdown browsers and a limited number of students to each proctor, we can see a 

more efficient system of implementing exams online with real results.  

I have also considered some language modifying how truancy cases are monitored. 

The language came at the request of the Ohio Judicial Conference and would allow 

juvenile judges to main jurisdiction to continue monitoring a child who has had 

previously truancy issues. The hope is that having a single judge follow a child 

through any and all truancy issues will allow for more informed decisions on the 

child’s behalf. It will also allow the judge to establish a relationship with that child 

and their family, hoping to reduce the recidivism of the issue. Additionally, the 

language would also clarify that a child does not have to be adjudicated as an 

unruly child for truancy in order for their parent to be charged as contributing ot 

unruliness. Truancy and chronic ab 

This bill also considers how to manage Superintendents and/or school board 

members operating or voting to require others to operate in a manner that violates 

Ohio Revised Code. Should a school Superintendent act in a way that knowingly 



violates ORC, this bill would permit the State Board of Education to suspend, 

revoke, or limit their Superintendent license. In the same vein, should a school 

board vote in a way to knowingly instruct the Superintendent to violate the law, 

this language would remove the board’s qualified immunity. I have included a 

carve out for those who did not vote in favor of directing the Superintendent 

violate law. Put simply, neither a Superintendent nor a school board member 

should be exempt from consequence for knowingly breaking the law.  

A small change is being made to RAPBACK notifications to allow for the State 

Board of Education to directly notify educational service centers, community 

schools, chartered schools, or an employing school district of violations of 

RAPBACK rather than being required to notify the public school district the non-

traditional school is located in, who would then notify the non-traditional school. 

This provision removes the middleman and allows for all schools to quickly be 

notified of any personnel issues in their schools.  

Thank you, Vice-Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the 

committee, for the opportunity to testify. Again, this is not an exhaustive list of all 

the changes made by this bill, but is a discussion of the highlights. I am happy to 

answer any questions the committee may have. 

 


