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ST EDWARD

BEFORE THE SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE
PROPONENT TESTIMONY ON SENATE BILL 311

Chairman Brenner, Vice-Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and Members
of the Senate Education Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide proponent
testimony on Senate Bill 311. My name is KC McKenna and | serve as President of St.
Edward High School in Lakewood, Ohio.

Founded in 1949, St. Edward High School is a chartered nonpublic Catholic
school rooted in the Holy Cross tradition of educating the heart and mind. Our school
draws students from over 80 different communities and seven counties across
Northeast Ohio. This wide reach allows us to bring together young men from various
neighborhoods to learn from one another in an environment that prioritizes academic
excellence and lifelong relationships. We are also proud to be an International
Baccalaureate World School because the rigorous and globally recognized curriculum
challenges our students to become critical thinkers and servant leaders.

St. Edward High School supports SB 311 because it brings greater parity to
Ohio’s current law on accessing unused school facilities and helps address the practical
infrastructure challenges schools face as enrollment grows. Under existing law, public
school districts must offer unused school facilities to community schools and STEM
schools before the district can sell those properties. However, chartered nonpublic
schools are not presently included in this process, which limits the ability of these
schools to acquire suitable locations for expansion even when they sit vacant.

SB 311 addresses this issue by requiring public school districts to also offer
unused facilities to chartered nonpublic schools. That parity levels the playing field and
ensures more educational models have access to unused school facilities.

Additionally, giving St. Edward High School and other schools like us better
access to facilities will help alleviate crowding in existing classrooms and help schools
offer new academic programs that require dedicated space. This legislation similarly
addresses a frequent hurdle that schools face when looking to expand, which is
availability of suitable classroom space.

The enactment of Senate Bill 311 also builds upon the legislature’s support for
school choice initiatives. The recent investment in EdChoice expansion and the
continued funding for the Cleveland Scholarship has empowered countless families to
seek out the educational environment that best aligns with their values and their
children's needs.



Placing the power of choice directly in the hands of parents has allowed schools
like ours to welcome a broader range of students. This benefits our students and has
enriched the school’s culture by creating a dynamic learning environment where every
student benefits from the unique experiences of his peers.

In closing, St. Edwards High School urges this committee to adopt SB 311
because it gives chartered nonpublic schools better access to unused school facilities
and furthers the state's commitment to school choice. Thank you for the opportunity to
testify, and | welcome any questions from the committee.



