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Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram and members of the Senate
Education Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on House Bill
455, House Bill 455 works to modernize Ohio’s education code by eliminating outdated educator
requirements, reducing unnecessary regulations, and ensuring teachers can devote more time and
energy to delivering high-quality instruction to students. In other words, our number one priority
for this bill was to ultimately relieve the workload for Ohio’s educators, allowing them to focus
on what is truly important: providing a first-rate education for Ohio students.

House Bill 455 received bipartisan support by being voted unanimously in favor of by the House
Education Committee. Later, House Bill 455 once again received zero opposition as it was voted
unanimously in favor of on the House floor.

Throughout the drafting process, Representative Bird and I worked with various interested
parties to ensure multiple perspectives were considered. We appreciate the input provided by the
Buckeye Association of School Administrators (BASA), Department of Education and
Workforce (DEW), Ohio School Boards Association (OSBA), representatives from Educational
Service Centers (ESC’s), Ohio Education Association (OEA), Fordham Institute, our local
school superintendents, school superintendents across the state, and other legislators over the
course of this past year.

House Bill 455 is a lengthy piece of legislation. As a result, my joint sponsor and I wanted to
make sure we highlighted some of the provisions that will have the biggest impact for both Ohio
educators and students. For example, House Bill 455 makes various changes that will reduce
administrative workload and costs for the Department of Education and Workforce (DEW), as
well as districts and schools. For example, House Bill 455 eliminates requirements for the school
districts and other public schools to annually report to DEW a description of their initiatives
funded by disadvantaged pupil impact aide (DPIA), and for DEW to issue a report with that
information to the General Assembly. Instead, House Bill 455 will require DEW to develop a
uniform mechanism for each public school to annually report its total DPIA funding and the
expenditure of that funding and requires DEW to publish that expenditure data on its website by
October 31% of each year, helping streamline the reporting process.

House Bill 455 also makes various changes to the calculation and content of state report cards
such as replacing the performance measure for the Early Literacy component that measures the
percentage of students who are proficient on the third grade English Language Arts state test,
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with a measure of the percentage of students who are not subject to retention under the Third
Grade Reading Guarantee.

In the classroom, the number one priority of an educator is to provide quality instruction to their
students. By reducing unnecessary regulations, House Bill 455 ensures teachers can devote more
time to delivering high quality instruction which benefits all of Ohio students.

Thank you again for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of House Bill 455. My joint
sponsor and I would be happy to answer any questions you may have.




