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Chairman Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the
Senate Education Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony
on House Bill 455.

Representative Manning and I are introducing this bill to reduce unnecessary
administrative burden that has been placed on our schools and to update requirements that
are outdated. Teachers want to be spending more time in the classroom educating students
and focusing on ensuring that students receive the highest quality instruction.

Under the bill, instead of serving as performance measures, a district’s or school’s four-year
and five-year adjusted cohort graduation rates become report-only data on the state report
card. This include as “graduates” any students with an individualized education program
(IEP) who have satisfied the conditions for a high school diploma but opted not to receive a
diploma when the conditions were met, but will receive a diploma prior to the student’s
22nd birthday, and are still receiving services.

Examples of unfunded mandates that make focusing on teaching and learning Ohio’s
approved curriculum more difficult include:

e RIMPs

e Dyslexia screening

e Seizure plans

e Diabetic reporting

e (Graduation plans

e Student success plans

e College, Career, Workforce, and Military Readiness data tracking
e Business advisory council



It is our intent to bring laser focus in teaching Ohio’s approved curriculum to the classroom.
We hope that by modernizing these sections of the code, teachers will have more
opportunities to focus their efforts on their students and classrooms. These changes are
beneficial to all students in Ohio.

Chairman Brenner and members of the committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify
on this important legislation.



