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Chairman Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate
Education Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide proponent testimony in support
of Senate Bill 311.

I am Tom Rhatican, associate director with the Catholic Conference of Ohio, the official voice of
the Catholic Church in Ohio on public policy. We have 370 Catholic schools and approximately
113,000 students.

I would like to begin by thanking Senator Brenner for including a provision that will permit our
six diocesan education offices to directly monitor any arrests or convictions of unlicensed staff
(for example, custodians, kitchen staff, bus drivers).

Our diocese education offices have always been able to directly monitor arrests and convictions
of licensed staff (ex., teachers) — and still do. When the State Board of Education receives
notification from the Attorney General’s Office of an arrest or conviction of a teacher or other
licensed staff, the State Board will notify our dioceses offices as well as the school.

But when Rapback was recently expanded to include unlicensed staff, our diocese offices were
notified by the State Board of Education that the State Board could only notify the school —and
not the diocese office. They explained that the law permitted them to notify only the
“employer.” In our Catholic schools, the parish and the school are the employers.

The State Board of Education also provided us with the necessary language to close that gap and
permit the schools to name our dioceses in the Rapback system. If the provision is adopted, the
reporting system for both licensed and unlicensed staff will be largely the same. As I understand
it, our dioceses offices will be notified of any arrests or convictions at the same time as their
diocesan schools — for both licensed and unlicensed staff.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of SB 311.
Sincerely,
Tom Rhatican

Associate Director
Catholic Conference of Ohio



