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Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate 
Education Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide written proponent testimony on 
House Bill (HB) 455. 

The Ohio Association of School Business Officials (OASBO) represents public school district 
treasurers/CFOs, business managers, food service directors, and transportation directors across 
Ohio. Our members are statutorily responsible for financial reporting, fiscal compliance, budget 
development, and stewardship of public resources in their districts. 

OASBO appreciates the sponsors’ efforts to reduce unnecessary administrative burdens while 
maintaining accountability and transparency in Ohio’s education system. We would like to briefly 
highlight several provisions of the bill that directly impact school district fiscal operations. 

Elimination of Duplicative Treasurer Reporting 

HB 455 eliminates the requirement that district treasurers annually report the investment of interim 
moneys to the Department of Education and Workforce (DEW) and the Auditor of State (AOS), 
while maintaining the reporting obligation to the local board of education. 

From a fiscal governance perspective, this is a practical improvement. Treasurer investment 
activity remains subject to board oversight, public record requirements, and audit review. 
Removing duplicative reporting to multiple state entities reduces administrative workload without 
diminishing transparency or financial controls. 

We support this streamlining measure as a thoughtful example of reducing redundancy while 
preserving accountability. 

Streamlining Disadvantaged Pupil Impact Aid (DPIA) Reporting 

OASBO members have worked collaboratively with DEW and AOS to update the Uniform School 
Accounting System (USAS) Manual, including clarifying how districts report Disadvantaged 
Pupil Impact Aid (DPIA) expenditures. 

Throughout those discussions, it was understood that redundant narrative reporting would be 
eliminated and replaced with standardized financial reporting through the uniform accounting 
system. We support this approach. 

 



 
Standardized reporting through USAS promotes consistency, improves comparability across 
districts, and enhances fiscal transparency by requiring DPIA expenditures to be reported using 
defined accounting codes. With this structure in place, separate narrative descriptions become 
unnecessary. This change reduces administrative burden while strengthening the clarity and 
reliability of financial data. 

We appreciate the collaboration among DEW, AOS, and school finance practitioners in developing 
this framework and support the bill’s alignment with that work. 

EMIS Reporting Updates 

HB 455 narrows which EMIS instructional documents are subject to the formal public review and 
comment process and permits greater flexibility for timely updates. 

School district treasurers rely heavily on EMIS for financial, enrollment, staffing, and 
accountability reporting. While we recognize the need for efficient updates—particularly when 
implementing new state or federal mandates—we also encourage ongoing engagement with 
practitioners when changes affect financial data collection or reporting structures. 

Predictability and clarity in EMIS requirements are essential for maintaining data accuracy and 
minimizing downstream audit and compliance issues. We appreciate the balance the bill seeks to 
achieve and support continued stakeholder communication as updates occur. 

Commitment to Financial Transparency 

OASBO supports efforts to modernize and streamline reporting requirements. At the same time, 
we believe strongly that transparency and public accountability must remain foundational 
principles of Ohio’s school finance system. 

The provisions of HB 455 that reduce duplicative reporting and standardize financial data 
collection appear to maintain local board oversight, public transparency, and audit integrity while 
eliminating unnecessary administrative processes. 

For that reason, OASBO supports the bill and appreciates the sponsors’ attention to operational 
efficiency and fiscal clarity. Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Katie Johnson 
Executive Director, OASBO 
Katie@oasbo-ohio.org 
614.404.5277 
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