
 
 

Members of the Senate, thank you for the opportunity to speak today. 

My name is Dr. Jona Rinard, and I serve as Vice President of Academic Affairs at Washington 
State College of Ohio. I am here in support of the provision within SB 328 that requires every 
eighth-grade student to complete an academic and career plan. 

Prior to my current role, I served as a Director of Curriculum, Principal, and middle school 
teacher in Southeastern Ohio. My doctoral research focused on early exposure and mentorship, 
particularly for young women, and how those experiences influence career choice and access to 
life-sustaining wages, especially in fields traditionally viewed as nontraditional by gender. 

While my research centered on females, the findings were consistent across all students: young 
people often eliminate high-skill, high-wage careers simply because they were never exposed to 
them early enough to consider them. 

In my study, every participant who entered a high-demand field whether it was welding, 
construction, electrical work, or heavy equipment ; they did so only after a life circumstance 
forced the decision. They did not have early exposure. They did not have structured career 
exploration. And as a result, they had ruled those options out years earlier. 

Career development research confirms this pattern: students begin narrowing their options in 
middle school based on what they believe is “for them” or “not for them.” If we wait until high 
school, we are already too late. 

My research identified two factors that changed outcomes: early exposure and a trusted mentor 
who helped students recognize their own ability. When those were present, students pursued 
high-skill careers, earned family-sustaining wages, and reported greater independence and 
long-term stability. 

This is not only an equity issue,  it is an economic one. 

Ohio faces a growing middle-skills gap as skilled trades professionals retire. We are leaving 
talent untapped because students never see these pathways early enough to choose them. 

SB 328 does not limit students. It expands informed choice. It creates relevance. And it 
strengthens Ohio’s workforce pipeline. 

Early exposure is not an add-on. It is a workforce strategy, an equity strategy, and a student 
success strategy. 

For those reasons, I professionally and personally support SB 328.   Thank you. 


