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I. The Necessity of Digital Fluency in 2026 

In 2026, we no longer live in a world where "tech" is a separate sector. It is the invisible 
infrastructure of our daily lives. To graduate students without a fundamental understanding 
of Computer Science (CS) and Artificial Intelligence (AI) is to graduate them into a world 
where they are merely passive consumers of technology, rather than informed citizens and 
capable architects of their own futures. 

This bill is not about turning every student into a software engineer; it is about providing 
every student with computational agency. 

II. Bridging the New Digital Divide 

While many high-resourced districts have already integrated AI literacy, thousands of 
students in underfunded schools are being left behind. We are witnessing a "new digital 
divide": 

The Literacy Gap: Students with home access to AI tools are learning to use them to 
augment their productivity, while others are being told these tools are simply for "cheating." 

The Economic Gap: 65% of CEOs now list AI acceleration as a top priority. Our workforce 
must be ready to meet this demand, or our local economy will stagnate. 

"AI is not a tool shift; it is an institutional operating model shift. We must move from 
academic integrity enforcement to AI fluency enablement." 

III. Key Benefits of the Requirement 

Critical Thinking & Ethics: Students must understand how algorithms make decisions, how 
to spot algorithmic bias, and how to verify AI-generated information. 

Economic Competitiveness: By 2027, "AI Fluency" will be a baseline requirement for entry-
level roles in every field from agriculture to healthcare. 



Empowering Educators: This bill provides the necessary funding for professional 
development, ensuring teachers are not "teaching in the dark" but are supported as experts 
in this new landscape. 

IV. Addressing Implementation Concerns 

Critics may argue that our curriculum is already crowded. However, CS and AI are not "add-
ons"—they are lenses through which we can better teach math, logic, and social studies. 
This bill emphasizes a "Human-Centric" approach, ensuring AI is used to enhance the 
teacher-student relationship, not replace it. 

Conclusion 

We have a choice: we can let the future happen to our students, or we can give them the 
tools to build it. I urge you to vote in favor of [Bill Number] to ensure that every student, 
regardless of their zip code, enters the 2030s with the skills to thrive. 

 


