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Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the 
Senate Education Committee, thank you for allowing me the opportunity to submit 
written testimony in support of SB 326. I am the Superintendent of Pandora-Gilboa 
Schools in Putnam County, and believe that, in an age of AI, all Ohio students should 
learn computer science. 

As a current public school superintendent, I recognize that in today's digital world, 
computer science is no longer an elective skill—it is fundamental to success in nearly 
every field, from healthcare and finance to manufacturing and public service. As 
technology and AI continue to shape nearly every industry, ensuring that students have 
foundational computer science knowledge is critical for both their personal success and 
Ohio's economic future. By prioritizing computer science and AI for every student, we 
can better prepare students for postsecondary opportunities and help bridge the skills 
gap that employers across Ohio are experiencing.  
 
A strong computer science education teaches more than just coding - it develops critical 
thinking, problem-solving, and analytical skills that are valuable across all career paths. I 
have seen this value take shape for my students firsthand. We offer an AP Computer 
Science class, and an 8th grade STEM class grounded in block-based coding and visual 
programming with robots. In the current school year, we added 5th and 6th grade STEM 
classes where students use Sphero robots to learn coding concepts such as 
decomposition, pattern recognition, abstraction, and algorithmic design. Along with our 
8th graders, they are learning in an hands-on environment that also allows them to 
compete locally against other schools in northwest Ohio. I have seen students in these 
classes demonstrate stronger creativity and logic skills than they did before. The 
project-based learning and content in these classes are visibly engaging for students 
and spark their curiosity. 
 
As a Superintendent of a small, rural school, I am proof that every school district can 
scale computer science by 2033 in preparation for this requirement. I was able to 
establish our computer science program years ago as a principal without any additional 
funding by taking advantage of Ohio’s Computer Science Teacher Licensure Waiver, 
which allows teachers who have completed professional development for a specific 
computer science course to teach that course. It was an investment for a school district 
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of our size (approximately 480 students in grades k-12), but we saw a strong return on 
that investment right away. Now schools have the TeachCS Program to help cover costs 
for teacher capacity. Unfortunately, not every superintendent is aware of the connection 
between computer science and AI, and how valuable foundational computer science is 
for students. As the State Committee on Computer Science determined, a statewide 
policy is needed to bridge awareness gaps and bring this critical education to every 
student. 
 
Importantly, requiring computer science with AI for every student will expand access to 
students who might not otherwise have the opportunity to explore this field. Too often, 
access to computer science education is limited to those in well-funded districts or 
students who already express an early interest. As a graduate of Vinton County High 
School in 1998, I can attest that I did not have access to physical technology nor a 
curriculum supportive of technology. A statewide requirement would ensure that every 
Ohio student - regardless of background - has the skills needed to thrive in a modern 
workforce. 
 
A computer science foundation paired with AI fundamentals offers students the kind of 
durable education that will open doors for them in any field. As a local superintendent, I 
understand the urgency of the challenge to equip the next generation with the 
knowledge and skills necessary to thrive in a rapidly evolving world. SB 326 will help us 
achieve that goal. I urge your support. Thank you. 
 

 
 
 


