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Thank you, Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members
of the committee, for the opportunity to testify in support of SB 326.

I stand before you today as a 35-year Ohio public school educator who never expected
to teach Computer Science. My background was in Language Arts until ten years ago,
when an “Hour of Code” activity changed the trajectory of my career. My sixth graders
were problem-solving, collaborating, persisting and asking to stay in from recess to “do
code.” I realized then that computer science does not just teach students how to use
technology. It teaches them how to think.

Computer Science today is what biology was a generation ago: foundational
knowledge for understanding the world around us. It helps students understand how
artificial intelligence makes decisions, how algorithms shape what they see online, how
cybersecurity protects their information, and how data drives nearly every industry.

We can no longer assume that because students grow up with devices, they understand
how they work. Exposure is not expertise. Without structured computer science
education, students remain passive consumers of technology instead of informed
creators and critical thinkers.

The workforce data makes this urgent.

According to Ohio labor market data reported in late 2025, our state has more than
278,000 open technology-related jobs. Yet the most recent Code.org State of Computer
Science Education Report shows that only about 3% of Ohio high school students enroll
in a computer science course each year. Meanwhile, Ohio’s colleges and universities
graduate approximately 6,200 technology majors annually, a number that falls far
short of workforce demand.

Even if every one of those graduates remained in Ohio and entered a tech role, we
would still leave tens of thousands of positions unfilled. That gap represents lost
opportunity for our students and lost economic growth for our state.

A computer science graduation requirement is not simply an education reform. It is a
workforce strategy. It ensures that every Ohio student, regardless of zip code, has



access to the foundational skills driving today’s fastest-growing industries.

Crucially, districts would not be starting from scratch. There are multiple high-quality,
standards-aligned computer science courses that are already vetted and available to
schools at no cost, including full-year curricula that meet state requirements. Access to
strong instructional materials is not the barrier.

Ohio is prepared to implement this.

The most recent state budget allocated $8 million for Teach CS grants, equipping
universities and Educational Service Centers to expand teacher preparation. The
permanent extension of Ohio’s computer science licensure pathway allows experienced
educators to add computer science credentials and expand course access.

This is not an unfunded mandate. It is a strategic investment already in motion.

We require literacy, math, and science because they are essential for participation in
modern society. In an economy shaped by artificial intelligence, cybersecurity, and
data systems, computer science belongs alongside them.

Ohio students deserve to graduate future-ready.
I respectfully urge you to support SB 326.

Thank you.



