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For Senate Committee: Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the
Senate Education Committee, thank you for allowing me the opportunity to testify.

My name is Christine Danhoff, and | am a Technology Integration Specialist at North Point Educational
Service Center in Sandusky, OH. Over the past four years, | have served the ESC in this role by supporting
schools and districts across Erie, Huron, Ottawa, and Sandusky counties with the effective integration of
technology, STEM, and computer science into the K—12 curriculum. Prior to joining North Point ESC, | worked
as a Technology Integration Specialist and held numerous additional teaching positions in Ohio and Michigan,
bringing more than two decades of classroom and school-level experience to this issue. This year, | became
the Director of the OSLN Northeast Ohio STEM Hub, and our Educational Service Center was honored to be
named the official Hub Organization, further strengthening our regional leadership in innovative STEM and
computer science education.

| am here today to strongly support the establishment of a statewide computer science graduation
requirement because Ohio students are preparing for a future that already demands these skills. Artificial
intelligence, automation, and digital systems now influence every profession and industry. If we expect Ohio
graduates to be truly college and career ready, we must also expect them to be computationally literate.

In my daily work with more than two dozen districts, | see clear patterns. Schools that treat computer science
as optional struggle to reach all learners. Access becomes fragmented—offered in pockets rather than as a
coherent experience for every student. Meanwhile, districts that require a computer science course for all
students report that learners develop stronger perseverance, collaboration, and analytical reasoning. My
motivation for advocating this requirement is rooted in 25 years of watching what happens when students are
given structured opportunities to code, debug, design, and create: they become confident problem solvers
instead of passive technology users.

Computer science is a way of thinking. It teaches students to break complex problems into manageable parts,
recognize patterns, evaluate information, and design solutions using data and logic. In an age of Al, these
skills are no longer specialized—they are essential. Offering electives alone is not enough because the
students who most need these abilities are often the least likely to enroll voluntarily. A graduation requirement
guarantees that all Ohio learners gain experience with algorithms, cybersecurity, data, and the ethical use of
Al tools.

| have repeatedly observed students who were initially intimidated by computer science discover success
when the subject is intentionally embedded into their learning. They begin by programming a classroom robot
or creating a simple application, and soon they are approaching challenges in mathematics, science, and
language arts with new confidence. Many of these students go on to pursue advanced CS courses, participate
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in career-technical programs, or engage in internships with local businesses. Without a required experience,
too many Ohio students never realize those doors exist.

Computer science education also benefits Ohio communities and the state economy. Regional
employers—from advanced manufacturing plants to hospitals and aviation firms—are rapidly adopting
Al-enabled technologies. They tell us they need graduates who understand not only how to operate digital
tools, but how to adapt to new ones, troubleshoot systems, and evaluate automated processes. Establishing a
CS requirement is one of the most practical steps Ohio can take to build a stronger home-grown technology
workforce and remain competitive with neighboring states.

This expectation is achievable and reasonable for Ohio districts. Schools already have the core infrastructure
necessary for implementation: student devices, mathematics courses that can incorporate coding, established
career-technical centers, and regional supports from ESCs and universities. North Point Educational Service
Center has demonstrated that high-quality computer science instruction can be delivered using existing
resources with thoughtful prioritization and modest professional development. The flexibility provisions within
this bill allow districts to meet the requirement in ways that fit their size, staffing, and scheduling.

Ohio cannot afford to let computer science remain an optional opportunity. As Al continues to reshape society,
our students must graduate with the knowledge and skills necessary to thrive in that world. A computer
science graduation requirement will ensure equitable access, strengthen student problem-solving abilities,
and expand the future workforce pipeline for every region of the state.

Thank you for your time, and | respectfully urge you to support this legislation and establish computer science
as a required component for Ohio graduates.

Respectfully,

Okt Lot

Technology Integration Specialist
North Point Educational Service Center
Sandusky, OH
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