
 
 
 
 

 
March 3, 2026 
 
Members of the Ohio Senate Education Committee: 
 
As Ohio business leaders committed to driving innovation and economic growth, we urge you to 
support SB 326, which would ensure every Ohio student receives education in computer science and 
artificial intelligence (AI).  
 
Computer science and AI education represent the defining economic competitiveness issue of our 
generation. As AI reshapes the global economy and technology continues to permeate every 
industry, computer science can no longer be optional. For students entering the workforce in the 
next few years, understanding concepts like algorithms, data analysis, cybersecurity, and 
computational thinking will be just as fundamental as learning biology or civics. Success in an 
AI-integrated economy demands both technical computing capabilities and distinctly human skills: 
critical thinking, ethical reasoning, and adaptive problem-solving. Computer science teaches both.  
 
For industry, aligning K-12 education with in-demand workforce skills is critical to competitiveness. 
Computer science is essential for supporting Oho’s economic growth, as computing powers key 
state industries like manufacturing, healthcare, and technology. In order to maintain our state’s 
economic leadership, we must prioritize building home-grown computer science and AI talent. 
 
Unfortunately, only 3% of Ohio students are taking computer science, and only 61% of public high 
schools in Ohio offer it. These are some of the lowest rates of access and participation in the region. 
In contrast, twelve states, including Ohio’s neighbors Indiana and West Virginia, have already 
adopted computer science graduation requirements. Globally, countries with some of the highest 
GDPs per capita - like China and Japan - require computer science and AI for all K-12 students. Ohio 
has invested heavily in establishing itself as a hub for investment and innovation, but without 
universal computer science and AI education, we risk falling behind in a rapidly evolving AI future. 
 
As AI advances, so does its potential to create new jobs and elevate new skillsets. A strong 
foundation in computer science - including AI literacy and human-centered skills like critical thinking 
and collaboration - offers the durable skills employers need to build a capable, innovative workforce. 
As industry leaders, we are committed to ensuring Ohio’s economy continues to thrive in an AI-driven 
future. Investing now in building every student’s competency in computer science will deliver that 
goal.  
 
Thank you for being a partner to Ohio industry. We urge support for SB 326.  


