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Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate Education Committee,
thank you for the opportunity to provide proponent testimony on SB 326. My name is Debbie Jackson, and |
serve as the Vice Provost for Instructional Excellence and Executive Director of the Center for Computing
Education and Instruction (CCEl) at Cleveland State University (CSU). | am pleased to express my support for this
important legislation, which strengthens Ohio’s commitment to high-quality computer science education. |
would also like to thank Senators Jerry Cirino and Catherine Ingram for sponsoring this bill and their continued
support of computer science education.

The Importance of Computer Science to Ohio’s Workforce

Ohio’s economic future relies on a workforce that is prepared for rapidly evolving fields such as cybersecurity,
advanced manufacturing, health technology, artificial intelligence, and data science. Employers across the state
consistently identify computer science skills as essential for filling current and future job openings. SB 326
addresses this need and takes significant steps to ensure that every student has access to foundational computer
science education.

CSU greatly appreciates the General Assembly’s ongoing commitment to workforce development, job creation,
and higher education. Your leadership has helped position Ohio as a national competitor for talent and
innovation. SB 326 builds on that momentum by expanding opportunities for students and strengthening the
pipeline of qualified computer science teachers.

CSU’s Leadership in Computer Science Education

For more than a decade, CSU has been a leader in computer science education and teacher preparation across
the state. Since 2013, CSU has partnered with the Cleveland Metropolitan School District (CMSD) to develop a
comprehensive, research-based model for expanding access to computer science in urban schools. Key
outcomes of this initiative include:

e Training teachers to deliver Advanced Placement Computer Science Principles and other foundational
courses.

e Increasing CMSD’s computer science offerings from nearly none in 2017 to approximately half of all high
schools and several K-8 schools now offering computer science instruction.



e Providing summer and out-of-school learning opportunities for over 100 CMSD students in 2022 alone,
including internships in quantum computing, web design, and health technology with partners such as
the Cleveland Clinic, Tech Corps, and KeyBank.

These efforts show what is possible when the state, higher education institutions, K—=12 districts, and industry
partners collaborate in high needs area of the state.

Why SB 326 Matters

SB 326 ensures that every Ohio student acquires foundational computer science skills essential for today’s
economy. By requiring one unit of computer science for graduation and ensuring that every high school offers a
high-quality, in-person course, this bill expands equitable access to skills that directly influence college readiness
and workforce opportunities. SB 326 represents a forward-looking investment in Ohio’s students, communities,
and economic competitiveness.

To complement SB 326, CSU strongly supports and has successfully utilized the Teach CS Grants first approved in
HB 33 (2023). Continuing these investments will allow Ohio to expand proven models to more districts and
students. Furthermore, it will help ensure that Ohio remains competitive with other states that are rapidly scaling
computer science education.

Students who learn computer science today will become the innovators, problem solvers, and leaders who will
drive Ohio’s economy tomorrow. SB 326 provides the structure and support needed to ensure that all Ohio
students can access these valuable opportunities.

On behalf of CSU, I respectfully urge your support for SB 326. We are ready to serve as a resource as you continue
your efforts to strengthen computer science education and prepare Ohio for the future. Thank you for your
consideration.



