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Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate Education
Committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify.

My name is Kelly Gaier Evans, program manager with Battelle’s Education & Philanthropy Team.
Battelle is the world’s largest independent, nonprofit applied science and technology organization. Our
mission is to solve our nation’s greatest scientific challenges and support the next generation of
scientists and engineers through our philanthropic commitment to STEM education. We have served
the U.S. for 96 years. We manage eight U.S. Departments of Energy/Homeland Security national
laboratories. As a non-profit, we invest more than $14 million each year in the communities our
scientists live and work, the majority in support of quality STEM education. Since its founding in 1929,
Battelle has been proudly headquartered here in Columbus, Ohio.

| led Battelle’s K—12 computer-science portfolio for five years, directed the Ohio STEM Learning
Network for four years, and facilitated Ohio’s statewide Computer Science Committee charged with
creating the state plan for computer science education.

But most importantly, | am a former high-school math teacher. | deeply wish | could reach back into my
classrooms with the knowledge of computer science and its power. Every day, every one of my former
students uses these technologies. They, and all students, deserve to know more about how it actually
works.

| respectfully urge you to pass Senate Bill 326, which would require every Ohio high school to offer a
computer-science course by 2028 and every student, beginning with the class of 2033, to complete one
unit of computer science to graduate.

Artificial intelligence is already reshaping every sector Battelle touches: health, national security,
infrastructure and the environment. Just last month the Department of Energy issued a call to train
100,000 American scientists and engineers with dual competencies in Al and their core disciplines. The
message is clear: every job, not just traditional “tech” roles, now demands a baseline of computing,
data-science, and Al literacy. Yet only three (3) percent of Ohio high-school students take a Computer
Science course, and 39 percent of our high schools do not offer a Computer Science course at all.



Ohio laid the groundwork

The Ohio General Assembly has already laid critical groundwork in preparing Ohio for this graduation
requirement. In previous years, members of this committee have prepared Ohio for today’s moment by:
* Requiring the state to create a statewide set of Computer Science Standards
» Establishing a committee to create a state plan for Computer Science education
+ Providing funding to expand the number of Ohio teachers ready to teach Computer Science
+ Streamlining teacher-licensure requirements for computer science

This high school graduation requirement is the next step. It will help ensure our students are prepared
for their futures. Under this proposed legislation, Computer Science would count towards an existing
math, science, foreign language, or elective credit. This requirement does not increase the total credits
needed to graduate.

Battelle will continue to support Ohio in this effort. Through the Ohio STEM Learning Network, Battelle
Education has supported teachers, leaders, and districts in building systems to ensure students
graduate with essential computational-thinking and computer-science competencies.

Thanks to the Teach CS Grant, the network has partnered with Educational Service Centers across
Ohio to expand the number of teachers prepared and licensed to teach Computer Science. We have
worked alongside our ESC partners to build interest in Computer Science, to create communities of
teachers supporting one another as they take their first steps into teaching Computer Science and we
have helped 45 teachers pass the Computer Science licensure exam and obtain supplemental teaching
licenses.

Impact

A statewide Computer Science requirement can transform student trajectories. A colleague’s son
attends a school that required computer science for graduation for the first time this year. At the start of
the year, neither he nor his mother had a career in computer science in mind. After that required
course, it is now his path. A single course convinced him he could handle the field and changed his
aspirations. SB 326 can replicate that opportunity for every Ohio student.

Closing

Ohio cannot afford for only three percent of its students to be fluent in the language of the Al era. Let’s
equip the Class of 2033 and beyond to lead in tomorrow’s economy. | respectfully ask you to vote YES
on SB 326.

Thank you, and | am happy to answer any questions.

Sincerely,

G’UL/\MW

Kelly Gaier Evans
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