
 

 

Testimony in Support of Senate Bill 328 

Ohio State Senate – Education Committee 

Chair, Vice Chair, Ranking Member, and members of the Ohio State Senate, thank you for the 

opportunity to provide testimony today in support of Senate Bill 328. 

My name is Sarah Parker, and I serve as President of Washington State College of Ohio. I am 

here today to express strong support for SB 328 and its focus on structured, early career 

exploration for Ohio students. 

As the bill summary makes clear, too many students move through middle and high school 

without a clear understanding of how their education connects to viable careers. I can 

personally attest to this, as I am navigating my own daughter through her transition from middle 

school to high school. In my experience stronger coordination is necessary to help students 

create future plans that encompass both career exploration, CCP classes, and post-secondary 

options. 

Senate Bill 328 addresses this challenge directly by ensuring career-connected learning begins 

before students reach high school and systems are in place to bridge the gaps. 

At Washington State College of Ohio, career exploration is a key initiative in our strategic plan. 

We regularly host middle school students on our campus for hands-on experiences. This year 

alone, we hosted more than 800 seventh graders during our Annual YES Days event, where 

students engaged with local businesses and industry professionals to see how STEM concepts 

apply in real careers. For many, it is their first opportunity to envision themselves in a college or 

technical training environment. 

We have also partnered with Future Plans to participate in the Jobs for the Future IDEAS 

Project to expand student access to pathways from career exploration to high school planning 

and College Credit Plus. This work reflects the intent of SB 328 to create seamless pathways:  

from middle school exploration, to high school planning, to postsecondary credentials that lead 

to meaningful employment. 

Community colleges stand ready to help implement this work. Thank you for your leadership 

and for recognizing the importance of early, intentional career exploration for Ohio’s workforce 

future. 

 


