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My name is Craig Alexander. I teach at Beachwood High School in Beachwood, Ohio. I have
taught high school since 2001 and have been teaching AP Computer Science Principles since
2017. I am writing today to show my support for SB 326 because computer science education
is vital for every Ohio student. As technology and Artificial Intelligence continue to grow,
students need to be ready to succeed in this changing world.

Over the past nine years, teaching AP Computer Science Principles at Beachwood, I have seen
how much it helps students understand computer science. They build strong problem-solving
skills and learn to tackle challenges step by step. These skills are essential for students today. I
also believe it is important for students to realize that failure is part of learning, and making
mistakes helps them grow in school and in life. Computer Science classes show students how to
use Al thoughtfully, supporting their learning rather than replacing it. Every year, I see students
become more comfortable and skilled with technology.

It is rewarding to see my students grow as they learn computer science each year. Building
computational and logical thinking helps them solve problems and use technology responsibly.
These skills are not only helpful in school but also necessary for success in college, careers, and
life today. That is why computer science education is so important.

At Beachwood, we offer Computer Science, AP Computer Science Principles, and AP
Computer Science A. After these courses, students can take Honorary Software Engineering.
This pathway introduces them to computer science, helps them build coding skills, and gives
them a chance to apply those skills in their third year.

Teaching students about artificial intelligence prepares them for the workforce by helping them
use Artificial Intelligence as a tool to support their thinking. When students have strong
problem-solving skills and know how to use Artificial Intelligence effectively, they can help
both the state and the workforce by solving problems as they arise.

After talking with some students following an Artificial Intelligence lesson, the conversation
can be summarized as follows: learning to use Al highlights why being responsible with it
matters for building important skills. Al can help us work more effectively as students and get



ready to use this technology to enhance our skills in future jobs. I urge support of SB 326.
Best regards,

Craig Alexander
Beachwood High School Teacher



