Ohio Senate Education Committee
Lorain County Joint Vocational School District
Proponent Testimony on SB 326

Good afternoon Chairman, and members of the Ohio Senate Education Committee.

My name is Mario Codispoti, and | serve as Director of Communications and Career
Services at Lorain County JVS — the largest career-technical education district in
Northeast Ohio, the only career tech center in the nation with both a freshmen and
sophomore model embedded in our workforce development pathways. Every day, we
serve nearly 1,700 high school students and 500 adult learners, preparing them not just
for graduation, but for careers that power Ohio’s economy, brighten our future, and
support businesses across the 14-county region.

I’m here today in strong support of Senate Bill 326.

Ohio stands at a defining moment. The global economy is being reshaped by computer
science and artificial intelligence. From advanced manufacturing and healthcare to
logistics, finance, and national security — Al and computational thinking are no longer
niche skills. They are foundational — critical infrastructure skills to fuel Ohio’s competitive
advantage.

If only 61% of Ohio high schools offer computer science, and just 3% of students are
enrolled in a CS course, we are not simply behind — we are limiting opportunity. Ohio
must set the pace and standard.

At Lorain County JVS, we see firsthand what happens when students are given access.

Our Cybersecurity and Networking students work directly with regional employers to
design secure infrastructure systems. Our Computer Information Systems and Software
Development students build applications, write code, and learn automation tools that
are already being deployed in local businesses.

In our Advanced Manufacturing and Precision Machine Technology programs, students
are programming CNC equipment, integrating robotics, and using Al-driven diagnostics.
Through bold partnerships with companies like Swagelok, Cutting Dynamics, General
Plug, A.J. Rose, Mercy Health, Cleveland Clinic, Rudolph Libbe Group, and Elyria
Manufacturing, students are not just learning theory — they are solving real production
challenges.

We have students earning industry-recognized credentials before graduation — earning
their high school diploma, associate’s degree, and on track for their baccalaureate —
Ohio’s Career Tech programs are not just “blue collar” we are redefining and disrupt the



talent economy in Ohio — from pre-med students at Case Western University to
Robotics and Engineering student delivering new innovations through propulsion at
NASA Glenn. In Lorain County — we do not have a talent problem. We have seniors
entering pre-apprenticeships and registered apprenticeships earning over $31.50 an
hour. We have graduates continuing to Lorain County Community College, a nationally
recognized institution in workforce development and other institutions while working in
high-tech roles.

This is what workforce alignment looks like.
But here is the reality: not every Ohio student has access to this level of preparation.

Computer science and Al literacy should not depend on a zip code. It should not
depend on whether a district has the resources or industry connections to offer it. It
must be a statewide priority.

When we establish a graduation requirement that includes computer science and Al, we
send a clear message: Ohio believes our students can compete on a global scale.

We are competing with nations that are investing heavily in Al education from
elementary school forward. If we want Ohio to lead in advanced manufacturing,
defense, healthcare innovation, and technology startups — our talent pipeline must be
prepared.

This legislation is not just about coding.

It is about critical thinking.

It is about problem-solving.

It is about understanding how algorithms influence our economy and our democracy.
It is about preparing students for jobs that do not yet exist.

At Lorain County JVS, we are proud to stand as a model of what is possible when
education and industry align. But we cannot do it alone.

Senate Bill 326 will help ensure that every student in Ohio — rural, suburban, and urban
— has access to the foundational skills necessary to thrive in an Al-driven world.

Our students are ready.
Our employers are asking for it.
And Ohio’s future depends on it.

Thank you for your leadership and for your commitment to Ohio’s workforce and our
students.






