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Chairman Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate
Education Committee, thank you for the opportunity to present proponent testimony on Senate

Bill 326.

My name is Dr. Patrick Ward, and I serve as the Superintendent of Willoughby-Eastlake City
Schools in Lake County, Ohio. I appreciate Senator Cirino and Senator Ingram for their
leadership on this important legislation.

Senate Bill 326 would require students entering ninth grade on or after July 1, 2029, to complete
one unit of computer science, including Al fundamentals, prior to graduation. The bill also
provides a thoughtful implementation timeline and multiple pathways for meeting this
requirement.

I would like to emphasize three points in support of this bill.

First, future readiness begins with computer science for all. Computer science is no longer an
optional elective. It is a foundational skill for today’s economy. Artificial intelligence is now part
of nearly every industry and will continue to shape the workforce for decades. Students entering
healthcare, manufacturing, finance, agriculture, public service, or small business will work
alongside intelligent systems. They need to understand how those systems work. Computer
science builds logical reasoning, structured problem solving, data analysis, and digital literacy.
These are essential skills. If we want every Ohio student to graduate future ready, then every
student must have access to computer science.

Second, we already require this in Willoughby-Eastlake, and it works. In our district, computer
science is a graduation requirement. We built teacher capacity, aligned curriculum to state
standards, and created flexible scheduling pathways for students. The results have been positive.
Students report greater confidence using technology and understanding cybersecurity risks.
Enrollment in advanced STEM courses has increased. Students who never saw themselves in
technology have discovered new interests. Because the course is required for all students, access
is equitable. The flexibility built into this bill makes statewide implementation realistic and
achievable.

Third, expanding into cybersecurity, capstones, and Advanced Placement options has broadened
opportunity for our students and strengthened alignment to Ohio’s economy. After establishing a
foundational requirement, we added cybersecurity coursework. We developed capstone
experiences where students apply computer science to real world challenges. We expanded
Advanced Placement computer science offerings to increase rigor and college credit
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opportunities. This creates a clear pathway. All students gain foundational literacy. Interested
students explore deeper. Advanced students pursue high demand careers.

Ohio is investing in advanced manufacturing, semiconductor development, artificial intelligence,
and technology infrastructure. Workforce preparation must begin in K-12 education. Other states
already require computer science for graduation. Ohio has the opportunity not just to follow, but

to lead.

In Willoughby-Eastlake, we believe our students are counting on us to prepare them for the
future, not the past. Senate Bill 326 ensures that every Ohio graduate has meaningful exposure to
computer science and Al literacy.

Thank you again for the opportunity to provide written testimony.
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