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As many of you are aware, several schools across our state have already recognized the
critical importance of starting this process early. Projects like the Future Plans GRIT
initiative—Growing Rural Independence Together—are leading the way by providing students
with the resources they need to explore their career options at a pivotal time in their
development. By engaging students in comprehensive career guidance, we are not just
preparing them for the workforce; we are helping them recognize their unique talents and
aligning their passions with Ohio’s workforce needs.

Through our work with students in programs like GRIT, we have learned that aptitude
assessments combined with personalized coaching can have a transformative effect. In fact,
we've seen that 62% of over 30,000 students assessed who receive coaching shift their
interests to align more closely with their strengths. This is a remarkable shift and
demonstrates the effectiveness of targeted guidance. Without such support, many students
would struggle to understand their strengths and may miss opportunities that align with
their potential. The benefits of providing this kind of support extend beyond individual
students. They have far-reaching implications for our state and our country.

A recent Gallup study found that employees who work in areas aligned with their strengths
are more engaged and productive in their roles. Unfortunately, the study also revealed a
concerning statistic: only 34% of Americans currently have the opportunity to harness their
true talents in their work. Imagine the future we could create in Ohio if we prioritize career
guidance starting in middle school! By empowering our students to discover their strengths
and align their interests accordingly, we not only enhance their educational journey but also
cultivate a workforce that is skilled, satisfied, and prepared to meet the demands of our
economy.

I am excited that you have proposed SB 328 and even more excited about the profound
impact that Senate Bill 328 will have on the lives of our students and the future of Ohio.
This bill is not just about career guidance; it is about equipping our young people with the
knowledge and skills to thrive.

In conclusion, I hope you will continue to move SB 328 forward and support it in a similar
fashion to what our State has done with the Science of Reading. To implement as intended
our schools will need support financially and will need community partners with appropriate
expertise to support, guide and assist them in navigating the research-based continuum of
“career connected learning”. I am confident that through SB 328, all Ohio students can
experience the same success as those have experienced through the GRIT project (which
has expanded to over 50 Ohio counties) over the past six years.
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I appreciate the Senate Education Committee prioritizing this transformative work that is
desperately needed in our State! Please don’t hesitate to contact me for more information,
or if I can continue to support your efforts in any way.

Contact Information:
Cell: 740-236-0190

Email: danl@futureplans.org
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