
 
 
March 2, 2026 
To: Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate 
Education Committee 
Re: Strong Support for SB 326 – Computer Science Graduation Requirements 
 
 
Dear Chairman Brenner and Members of the Committee: 
 
On behalf of OhioX and our statewide coalition of technology businesses and organizations, I 
am writing to express our enthusiastic support for Senate Bill 326. This legislation represents a 
definitive step toward unlocking opportunity for every Ohio student and ensuring our state 
remains a premier innovation leader. 
 
OhioX represents a diverse ecosystem—from large businesses and world-class universities to 
the startups and small businesses that drive our local economies. Despite their different 
industries, our members share a modern reality: In today’s economy, every company is a 
technology company. Whether a student eventually pursues a career in insurance in Columbus, 
manufacturing in Cleveland, or agriculture in Western Ohio, computer science (CS) has become 
the foundational "shop class" of the 21st century. 
 
Our advocacy for this bill is rooted in clear, current data and needs. According to the 2025 
OhioX State of AI Report we surveyed leaders and companies across the state. Workforce 
development was a clear, top priority. Our report found that 68% of Ohio organizations are 
currently upskilling their employees to support AI adoption—citing workforce readiness as the 
primary strategy for overcoming barriers to growth. 
 
Computer science provides the essential computational thinking and problem-solving skills that 
allow students to be more than just consumers of technology; it empowers them to be its 
creators. By establishing CS as a graduation requirement, we are ensuring that the next 
generation of Ohioans is not just "keeping up" with AI, but leading it. 
 
This is a vision that transcends industry and politics. Already, over 100 Ohio business and tech 
leaders have signed our "Ohio for Computer Science" pledge, signaling that the private sector is 
ready and eager to support this transition. Computer science is a bipartisan issue that unites us 
all. For the sake of our students and our state’s economic future, now is the time to act. 
 
Building Ohio’s Tech Hub Through Education 
While Ohio has made significant strides, we are at a critical crossroads. Currently, only 61% of 
our high schools offer computer science—trailing behind neighbors like Indiana (91%) and West 
Virginia (78%). Even more concerning, only 3% of our students currently enroll in these courses 
annually. By making computer science a graduation requirement, SB 326 ensures that access to 
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these high-paying, high-growth careers is no longer a matter of geography or luck, but a 
guarantee for every student. 
 
AI Literacy as a Modern Necessity 
As we enter the age of Artificial Intelligence, CS education is no longer just about coding; it is 
about logic, problem-solving, and AI literacy. Our members are eager to hire Ohio-grown talent, 
but the gap is wide. With nearly 18,000 monthly computing job openings in Ohio and a median 
salary exceeding $86,000, we must equip our students to be creators of technology, not just 
consumers. 
 
A Collaborative and Flexible Path Forward 
We appreciate the thoughtful, seven-year implementation runway provided in SB 326. This 
flexibility—allowing CS to count toward math, science, or elective credits—demonstrates a 
commitment to working with our educators rather than placing an undue burden on them. 
 
We urge the Senate Education Committee to support SB 326. Let’s work together to build a 
workforce that keeps Ohio competitive for decades to come. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Chris Berry 
President and CEO 
OhioX 
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