Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate Education
Committee,

My name is Rachel Coolidge, and I am an educational consultant at Hamilton County Educational
Service Center. | have taught high school math for 5 years and worked as a consultant for 4 years.
am here today to strongly support SB 326, in an age of Al, all Ohio students should learn computer
science.

While teaching high school mathematics, I saw firsthand how traditional paths can sometimes
obscure a student’s true potential. I had the opportunity to teach a Data Science course—a
discipline so deeply rooted in Computer Science that our state now recognizes it as a dual-credit
pathway. What I discovered was transformative: this course allowed students to think critically and
apply themselves rigorously without getting bogged down in algebraic nuances. By leveraging CS
components, students who previously felt "locked out" of high-level math found a new way to
engage with complex problem-solving.

It is no longer enough to simply make these courses available. When CS is an elective, we
inadvertently signal that it is "extra" or only for a specific subset of students.

e Breaking the "Opt-In" Bias: Often, students from underrepresented backgrounds or those
unsure of their technical abilities won't "opt-in" to a CS elective. A graduation requirement
ensures every student—regardless of their initial confidence level—gains the digital fluency
required for the 21st century.

e The Universality of Data: In today’s economy, spreadsheets and data analysis are the
universal languages of business. Whether a student becomes a mechanic, a nurse, or an
entrepreneur, they will use CS principles to make data-driven decisions. Computer science
and modern industry now go hand-in-hand.

In my current role as an educational consultant, I train teachers to bring these concepts into their
own classrooms. | have seen students who were initially intimidated by "coding" flourish when they
realize that CS is a way of thinking, not just a way of typing. By integrating Al concepts and data
literacy into the graduation requirement, we are:

1. Opening Doors: Giving students multidisciplinary skills that apply to every sector of our
state's economy.

2. Preparing the Workforce: Ensuring our graduates are creators of technology, not just
passive consumers.

3. Leveling the Playing Field: Making sure a student’s zip code or initial elective choice
doesn't dictate their future career flexibility.

Regardless of their career path, every student benefits from learning computer science. It
strengthens problem-solving, logical reasoning, and creativity, skills that are vital in any profession.
Ohio can't afford to continue to lag behind other states in this critical area, especially as Al continues
to shape our society. A computer science graduation requirement will equip the next generation



with the knowledge and skills necessary to thrive in a rapidly evolving world. Thank you for your
time, and I urge you to support SB 326.

Sincerely,

Rachel Coolidge

Educational Consultant

Hamilton County Educational Service Center
Cincinnati, OH 45231
rachel.coolidge@hcesc.org



