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Good a&ernoon, Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Minority Member Ingram, and 
members of the Senate Educa@on CommiAee, thank you for the opportunity to provide wriAen 
tes@mony in support of a par@cular provision in HB 455. My name is Shannon Cox, and I am the 
superintendent for the Montgomery County Educa@onal Service Center (MCESC).  

I begin by thanking members of the Senate for suppor@ng a provision in the most recent 
biennial budget bill, HB 96, giving the MCESC more flexibility with our pupil transporta@on pilot 
program. That provision would have allowed us to transport students to and from the 
workplace if the situa@on warranted this service. It is important that students be given 
opportuni@es for workplace learning to help with career explora@on and for the economic 
benefit. However, some students do not have the luxury of transporta@on to those job 
experiences. The provision in HB 96 would have given us permissive authority to help with this 
challenge, but the language was removed during the Conference CommiAee process.  

Through our transporta@on pilot program supported through state dollars, we have been 
successfully transpor@ng students to and from school on a case-by-case basis. We do so at the 
request of a school district when it is difficult for the district to handle the transporta@on for an 
individual student, or a small group of students. For instance, a consolidated route was 
established to transport students from three districts to and from the Ohio State School for the 
Blind and the Deaf. This has saved those districts thousands of dollars and is a much more 
efficient use of taxpayer dollars. Other examples include transpor@ng McKinney Vento students 
to school from their shelters and transpor@ng foster care students to and from school from their 
placements. 

HB 455 includes the transporta@on pilot flexibility language from HB 96 that was omiAed. The 
bill includes several posi@ve changes for educa@on. We urge the commiAee to retain this 
provision and approve HB 455.  

Again, thank you for the opportunity to weigh in. Please feel free to contact me with ques@ons 
or if you would like more informa@on about the transporta@on pilot, I am happy to provide 
details.  


