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Testimony to the Ohio Senate Education Committee in Support of Senate Bill 328

Good afternoon, members of the Ohio Senate Education Committee. My name is Felicia
Johnson, and I am here to speak in strong support of Senate Bill 328, which aims to
enhance career guidance and coaching for our middle school students in Ohio.

As many of you are aware, several schools across our state have already recognized the
critical importance of starting this process early. Projects like the Future Plans GRIT
initiative—Growing Rural Independence Together—are leading the way by providing students
with the resources they need to explore their career options at a pivotal time in their
development. By engaging students in comprehensive career guidance, we are not just
preparing them for the workforce; we are helping them recognize their unique talents and
aligning their passions with Ohio’s workforce needs.

Through our work with students in programs like GRIT, we have learned that aptitude
assessments combined with personalized coaching can have a transformative effect. In fact,
we've seen that 62% of students who receive coaching shift their interests to align more
closely with their strengths. This is a remarkable shift and demonstrates the effectiveness of
targeted guidance. Without such support, many students would struggle to understand their
strengths and may miss opportunities that align with their potential.

The benefits of providing this kind of support extend beyond individual students. They have
far-reaching implications for our state and our country. A recent Gallup study found that
employees who work in areas aligned with their strengths are more engaged and productive
in their roles. Unfortunately, the study also revealed a concerning statistic: only 34% of
Americans currently have the opportunity to harness their true talents in their work.

My six years of leadership in coaching high school and college students have taught me
something critical: we're often too late. The students who navigate career decisions with
confidence are those who've already had early exposure to career exploration and coaching
at the middle school level. These early experiences create a foundation of self-awareness
and comfort with career conversations that serve them throughout high school and beyond.
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SB 328 recognizes what research confirms—career readiness is built progressively, not
rushed in 11th grade.

Imagine the future we could create in Ohio if we prioritize career guidance starting in middle
school! By empowering our students to discover their strengths and align their interests
accordingly, we not only enhance their educational journey but also cultivate a workforce
that is skilled, satisfied, and prepared to meet the demands of our economy.

In closing, I urge the committee to consider the profound impact that Senate Bill 328 will
have on the lives of our students and the future of Ohio. This bill is not just about career
guidance; it is about equipping our young people with the knowledge and skills to thrive. Let
us invest in our students’ futures so that they can contribute meaningfully to our
communities and the economy. Thank you for considering my testimony in support of this
vital bill.

Felicia Johnson

Subject Matter Expert - Career Coaching
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