
Good afternoon Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member 
Ingram, and members of the Senate Education Committee! 
 
My name is Jeff Rhodes and I have been a teacher in Ohio for 25 years. 
For the first 15 years of my career, I taught industrial arts, what many of 
you would know as “shop” class. I taught woodworking, metalworking, and 
welding. Over that period, I saw career-technical shop programs throughout 
Ohio gradually deprioritized and stripped of meaningful financial support.  It 
was deeply frustrating to witness and to experience as an educator.  Now in 
Cuyahoga County, the birthplace of industry in this great nation, there are 
less than 6 programs left. 
 
Ten years ago, I had the opportunity to switch to teaching exclusively 
computer science through H.B. 6.  I am a success story of the strong 
leadership Columbus in Computer Science. 
 
So, Why the change?  
 
Because I view computer science as the modern-day shop class. Fifty 
years ago, students went out to their garages to build, invent, and tinker 
with physical materials. Today, that same creativity and innovation happens 
digitally. What we make, design, and build increasingly happens through 
code. Computer science is where students learn to construct, 
problem-solve, prototype, and bring ideas to life in the digital environment 
that now defines our economy. 
 
What concerns me is that I am beginning to see the same lack of foresight 
with computer science that I once saw with industrial arts. We cannot afford 
to repeat that mistake. Computer science is not an elective luxury; it is 
foundational literacy for the modern era. Just as reading, writing, and 
mathematics equip students to participate fully in society, computational 
thinking and digital fluency equip them to navigate and shape a world 
driven by software, data, and automation. If we marginalize computer 
science now, we risk limiting our students’ economic mobility and our 
state’s long-term competitiveness. 
 
Even if you believe artificial intelligence will eventually handle many 
aspects of daily life, it is still crucial that students understand how these 
systems function, what their limitations are, and how to use them 
responsibly. That understanding begins with computer science.  



 
On the other hand, if you believe AI will remain a tool that augments rather 
than replaces human capability, the argument is the same: students must 
understand the digital systems that increasingly influence decisions, 
industries, and civic life.  
 
No matter what the future holds, it will be a digital one. Passing SB 326 
ensures that Ohio students are not merely consumers of technology, but 
informed creators and critical thinkers within it. 
 
Thank you for your time! 
 
 
 


