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Good Afternoon Chairman Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, 
and the esteemed members of the Senate Education Committee. My name is James 
Banko and I am here to speak in support of SB328 on behalf of the Center for 
Christian Virtue. SB328 is a future oriented bill addressing the crucial issue that 
many employers, but more importantly many Ohio students face: Workforce 
Preparedness. 
 
According to a 2026 study conducted by Scioto Analysis, 11 of 18 economists agreed 
that a misalignment between Ohio’s education and workforce training systems and 
our state’s employer skill demands, is limiting statewide job growth.1 With just 
around 50% of high school graduates choosing to immediately attend college and 
with only 61.4% of students meeting at least one of the state’s 11 postsecondary 
readiness measures at graduation, it becomes clear that many graduating students 
are underprepared to enter the workforce and society at large.23  

3Aaron Churchill, What should we make of Ohio’s declining college enrollment rate?, Thomas B. 
Fordham Institute, December 15, 2025, 
https://fordhaminstitute.org/ohio/commentary/what-should-we-make-ohios-declining-college-e
nrollment-rate 

2 Press Release, Ohio Dept. of Education and Workforce, Ohio School Report Cards Highlight Progress 
in Preparing Students for Their Futures (Sept. 15, 2025) 
https://education.ohio.gov/Media/Media-Releases/2025-Media-Releases/Ohio-School-Report-Ca
rds-Highlight-Progress-in-Pre 
 

1 Survey: Majority of economists agree that misalignment between education and workforce training 
and employer skill demands limits job growth, Scioto Analysis, (last visited Mar. 2, 2026),  
https://www.sciotoanalysis.com/news/2026/1/26/survey-majority-of-economists-agree-that-mis
alignment-between-education-and-workforce-training-and-employer-skill-demands-limits-job-gr
owth 
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As young Ohioans approach the end of their primary education, it is our duty as a 
State to ensure they are informed decision makers before they enter the workforce. 
According to Forbes Magazine, many Ohio business leaders want students to 
explore careers earlier In K-12. In this regard, the biggest problem employers face is 
the differences between a student’s educational experiences and the requirements 
of high-paying jobs in any of the state’s fast-growing industries such as advanced 
manufacturing, healthcare, and skilled trades.4 The opportunity for a student to 
learn about Career Technical Education or other career options earlier on could be 
the difference between a successful and fulfilling career and a $200k bachelor’s 
degree with zero sense of direction.  
 
SB328 would fix this disconnect by helping students to pursue courses relevant to 
their chosen career path instead of waiting until adulthood to figure it out. By 
re-framing the way students think about graduation to include their post 
educational career interests, SB328 lays the groundwork to help students achieve 
their academic, career, financial, and ultimately, familial aspirations.5 SB328 gives 
students the opportunity and direction to pursue their passions, giving them the 
hope they need and a foundation for their future.  
 

 

5Jessica Poiner, Senate Bill 328 would help Ohio build on its career-connected learning foundation , 
Thomas B. Fordham Institute, December 3, 2025, 
https://fordhaminstitute.org/ohio/commentary/senate-bill-328-would-help-ohio-build-its-career
-connected-learning-foundation 
 

4Jim Cowen, Ohio Business Leaders Want Students To Explore Careers Earlier In K-12, Forbes, May 15, 
2025, 
https://www.forbes.com/sites/jimcowen/2025/05/15/ohio-business-leaders-want-students-to-e
xplore-careers-earlier-in-k-12/ 
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