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Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate Education
Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide proponent testimony on Senate Bill 328. My name
is Brad Baumgartner and | am the Chief Government Affairs Officer for Edmentum. For nearly 60 years,
Edmentum has delivered proven education technology solutions to support acceleration for more than
five million students around the world. Our services help students catch up, stay on track, and purse
career-connected pathways, while also equipping teachers with tools to better support their classrooms.
In Ohio, we partner with more than half of the state’s 611 school districts, spanning all 88 counties.

| want to begin by thanking Senator Koehler for his leadership on SB 328, the Education and Workforce
Return on Investment Initiative. We strongly support this effort and its comprehensive approach to career
planning and career technical education (CTE). In many communities, particularly those facing staffing
shortages or limited access to specialized programming, flexible delivery options and scalable professional
learning is critical for successful implementation of Ohio’s comprehensive career path framework. SB 328’s
emphasis on guidance for delivery models, funding eligibility, and reporting presents a meaningful
opportunity for Ohio to support consistent implementation and help more students engage in
career-connected learning earlier.

Edmentum is strongly committed to strengthening Ohio’s CTE and career planning ecosystem. We offer
over 180 CTE semesters with embedded durable skills, aligned to 57 multi-year pathways across grades 6-
12. Beginning career exploration in middle schools allows students to discover their interests while
building stackable skills and credentials throughout their secondary education.

To further advance SB 328’s goals, we respectfully recommend requiring the Department of Education and
Workforce to identify and make available high-quality, integrated resources that districts and schools may
select to support the bill’s implementation. Specifically, these resources should help schools:

e Delivery career exploration instruction consistently and at scale;

¢ Implement quality career coaching aligned to Ohio’s framework;

e Connect students’ academic and career plans to in-demand pathways and local opportunities; and

e Support education and coach readiness through accessible professional learning options,

including online modules.

Thank you again for the opportunity to present proponent testimony on Senate Bill 328 and do not hesitate
to reach out with any questions.
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