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During the 2024-2025 school year, Junior Achievement of North Central Ohio provided over 30,000 student
experiences through a total of 273,966 instructional hours across 151 schools in 77 districts. Research
indicates that Junior Achievement alumni are more likely to hold a college degree, feel confident in managing
their finances, achieve career success, and start their own businesses as adults. Junior Achievement of North
Central Ohio serves 16 counties, including Ashland, Carroll, Coshocton, Crawford, Holmes, Knox, Marion,
Medina, Morrow, Portage, Richland, Stark, Summit, Tuscarawas, Wyandot, and Wayne.

Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate Education
Committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify. My name is Joshua Lehman, and | am the President
of Junior Achievement of North Central Ohio. Alongside the other five Junior Achievement regions in
the state, we are pleased to support Senate Bill 328, as it expands access to career-connected learning.

| am joined today by Mike Davis, President of Junior Achievement of Central Ohio, and Mike Hogan, the
new President and CEO of Junior Achievement of OKI Partners, which serves Southwest Ohio, Northern
Kentucky, and Southeast Indiana. Together, we are ready to support the state's goal of providing strong
and measurable career-connected learning opportunities.

For more than 80 years, Junior Achievement (JA) has helped Ohio students connect what they learn in
school to real world opportunities. Across the state with the JA partner organizations, we deliver more
than 164,000 student experiences each year, supported by roughly 900,000 instructional hours from
volunteers who bring authentic workplace insight directly into classrooms. These experiences help
students understand what various careers involve, what skills they require, and how to pursue them
with confidence.

The long-term impact of this work is clear. A recent IPSOS study shows that JA alumni report stronger
work ethic, more informed career decisions, and higher levels of job satisfaction. They earn more, start
businesses at higher rates, and achieve greater educational attainment than the general population.
Ninety percent of participants say JA played a significant role in building their confidence to reach their
goals. These outcomes translate into stronger families, earlier homeownership, reduced debt, and a
more robust talent pipeline for Ohio’s economy.

SB 328 reinforces and expands this kind of learning by creating a statewide progression that begins in
middle school and continues through high school. This structure helps students move through school
with a clearer sense of direction and with meaningful exposure to career pathways. It also ensures that
districts have support in implementing high quality career readiness programming.

In our region, Junior Achievement serves as a connector between schools, employers, and students.
One of the strongest examples is JA Inspire which is an immersive, hands-on career exploration
experience that brings students face to face with local employers and high demand industries. Through
pre-event preparation, an interactive expo with real tools and demonstrations, and post event
reflection, students gain a better understanding of their strengths and interests, as well as the
education or training required for in demand careers. JA Inspire helps communities build early talent
pipelines and ensures equitable access to meaningful opportunities.
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With JA Inspire and other hallmark JA programs, we are positioned as a statewide provider capable of
delivering scalable, high quality career readiness programming. Our reach, outcomes, and deep
employer partnerships allow us to support districts as they meet the expectations outlined in SB 328.

SB 328 strengthens the work already happening across Ohio and ensures that more students have
access to high quality career exploration. Junior Achievement of North Central Ohio is ready to support
districts and state leaders as this vision moves forward. Thank you for the opportunity to testify. I'm
happy to answer any questions.



