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During the 2024-2025 school year, Junior Achievement of Central Ohio provided over 51,000 student
experiences across 71 local school districts. The organization’s lessons in financial literacy, workforce
readiness, and entrepreneurship have been shown to positively impact the lives of young people in the
communities we serve. Junior Achievement of Central Ohio covers 25 counties, including Union, Delaware,
Licking, Franklin, Fayette, Pickaway, Fairfield, Ross, Hocking, Perry, Muskingum, Pike, Jackson, Vinton, Gallia,
Meigs, Athens, Morgan, Guernsey, Harrison, Jefferson, Belmont, Monroe, Noble, and Washington.

Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate Education
Committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify. My name is Mike Davis, President of Junior
Achievement of Central Ohio, and | am here in strong support of Senate Bill 328.

Junior Achievement’s mission is to inspire and prepare young people to succeed in a global economy.
We focus on three core areas — work readiness, entrepreneurship, and financial literacy — because
these competencies help students build economic mobility, self-sufficiency, and long-term
independence. These are the very outcomes SB 328 is designed to strengthen.

For decades, JA has provided meaningful, age-appropriate career exploration that aligns closely with
the framework outlined in this bill. Our programs help students understand their strengths, explore
career pathways, and build foundational skills long before graduation. A great example is JA BizTown,
which is a hands on, simulated town where students run businesses, manage finances, and take on
civic roles. For many students, it’s the first time they see themselves in a future career.

What makes JA uniquely effective is how we help schools integrate high quality career exploration
experiences and curriculum while reducing administrative burden. We create connections between
schools and local industries to accelerate student access to opportunities. Because JA programming
spans elementary through high school, and is delivered in all types of districts, we can support the
developmental progression SB 328 envisions all at little to no cost to schools.

We also know our model works. Each year, we serve thousands of students across Central and
Southwestern Ohio, and research shows measurable gains in career readiness, financial capability, and
entrepreneurial thinking. In fact, 68% of JA alumni ages 18-29 are financially independent, compared
to 34% of their peers who did not participate. These are the kinds of outcomes that strengthen families,
communities, and Ohio’s workforce.

We are especially supportive of the bill's emphasis on longitudinal workforce outcomes. Families,
schools, and policymakers deserve clear information about what happens to students after graduation.
Strong reporting helps the state invest in what works and continuously improve and JA stands ready to
be a partner in implementing that vision.

SB 328 strengthens the work already happening in classrooms and expands access to consistent, high
quality career exploration statewide. Junior Achievement of Central Ohio is eager to collaborate with
the state, districts, and employers to help bring this vision to life.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. I'm happy to answer any questions.



