
 
 

March 2, 2026 

 
Senator Andrew Brenner 

Chair, Senate Education Committee 
Ohio Senate 
1 Capitol Square 

Columbus, Ohio 43215 
 

Dear Chairman Brenner: 
 

My name is Justin Barnes, and I’m the Vice President of Government Affairs for the Ohio 

Chamber of Commerce. As you may know, for over 133 years, the Ohio Chamber has served as 
the state’s leading business advocate, and we represent over 8,000 companies that do business in 

Ohio. Our mission is to aggressively champion free enterprise, economic competitiveness, and 
growth for the benefit of all Ohioans. As part of our mission, we seek to make Ohio the best 
place in the country for businesses to operate and grow. 

 
I write in support of Senate Bill 328, which aims to achieve several key improvements for Ohio’s 

K-12 education system, including: professional skills standards aligned to essential workforce 
needs, a statewide career coaching network, career pathways resources distributed to middle and 
high school students annually, and a career planning and exploration requirement for Ohio’s 

eight-grade students focused on their interests and aptitude. The bill also establishes a 
collaborative workforce data initiative that helps shed light on the alignment of Ohio’s education 

infrastructure with our current, future, and long-term workforce needs. These policy changes will 
build upon the focus placed on workforce alignment within education, through the establishment 
of the Department of Education & Workforce and the renewed emphasis placed on career 

readiness. 
 

We want to thank Senator Koehler for work on this legislation. We know that career counseling 
and exploration, career readiness, and alignment with Ohio’s workforce needs are a critical link 
in ensuring Ohio’s continued economic success. We look forward to working with you to 

enhance the career readiness of Ohio’s student population. 
 

Thank you again for the opportunity to provide support for Senate Bill 328. 
 
Best, 

 
 

 
 
 

Justin Barnes 
Vice President, Government Affairs 

Ohio Chamber of Commerce 


