
 

 

Melanie Miller 
State Representative 

 
 

Senate Education Committee 

House Bill 485 – Sponsor Testimony 

Tuesday, March 10, 2026 

 

Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate 

Education Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony for 

House Bill 485, the Baby Olivia Act. This legislation strengthens science education in Ohio’s 

public schools by giving students a clear, age-appropriate, and factual understanding of 

early human development. When our students learn about human growth, development, or 

sexuality, they deserve information that is grounded in biology and presented in a way that 

truly helps them appreciate the remarkable processes of life. 

 

The human development that takes place in the womb is truly miraculous. More change 

occurs in those nine months than at any other time in our lives. Ninety percent of a person’s 

development happens before birth. From the moment an egg is fertilized, an extraordinary 

sequence begins.  

 

House Bill 485 does not replace our existing educational standards, but enriches them by 

giving students a scientifically accurate, visually engaging tool to help them understand 

these early stages of life. House Bill 485 would require public schools to incorporate, at a 

minimum, two educational resources into their curriculum: 

 

• First, a high-definition ultrasound video, at least three minutes in duration, showing 

the formation of a child’s critical organs throughout pregnancy including the brain, 

heart, and limbs. 

 

• Second, the “Meet Baby Olivia” animated video, or a substantially similar option that 

meets high scientific and educational standards showing the process of fertilization 

and the early stages of human development in the womb, noting significant 

milestones at each stage of pregnancy up to birth. 

 

I’d like to take a moment to share a brief clip from the “Meet Baby Olivia” video which 

inspired the name for this bill.  

 

(VIDEO) 
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This video illustrates Olivia’s beautiful journey of development before she enters the world. 

We clearly have the technology to create this kind of animation, why not use it to provide 

accurate, scientific-based information for our students? 

 
After thoughtful feedback from the House Education Committee, we strengthened this bill 
in several ways from the as-introduced version. We adjusted the grade levels to grades 5–12 
to ensure age-appropriateness. We removed the requirement that this instruction must be 
tied to the health curriculum, giving teachers the flexibility to place it where it best fits 
within their instruction on human growth and development. We also clarified that this 
requirement applies only to public schools. 
 

Parental authority remains central. Parents may request in writing that their child be 
excused from this instruction. And we removed language granting additional enforcement 

authority to the Attorney General, since that authority already exists. Compliance will 

follow the normal Department of Education and Workforce audit process used for other 
curriculum requirements. 
 
Versions of the Baby Olivia Act have already been passed in seven (7) states, including 
Idaho, Kansas, North Dakota, South Dakota, Tennessee, Iowa, and Indiana—and more than 
twenty states have introduced similar bills this session. Ohio now has the opportunity to 
join them in offering our students a fuller, clearer understanding of early human biology—
knowledge that promotes scientific literacy, curiosity, and respectful discussion. 

 
When our young people are taught about human development, it is critical that the 
information they receive is accurate, age-appropriate, and rooted in science. I believe this 
bill sends a strong message about the importance of fostering scientific literacy in our 
classrooms, and it is a huge opportunity to work together to strengthen Ohio’s educational 
standards and support our students’ learning.  
 
Together, with voices from across Ohio, we can make sure our classrooms are places where 
science, truth, and the beauty of human development are clearly taught.  I invite my 
colleagues in the General Assembly to join me in supporting House Bill 485, the Baby Olivia 

Act. 
 

Thank you, Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of 

the Senate Education Committee for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony for 

House Bill 485. I would be happy to answer any questions at this time.   
 


